
Farms Excluded from Live Local Zoning Loophole for Affordable Housing Projects 

SB 962 – Sen. Jennifer Bradley (HB 837 – Rep. Demi Busatta) 

General Bill Summary 

SB 962 modifies provisions in Florida’s Live Local Act that allow affordable housing 

developments in certain non-residential zoning districts. The bill revises statutory definitions 

used to determine where these developments may be authorized by local governments.  

Under current law, counties and municipalities must allow certain affordable housing 

developments in areas zoned for commercial, industrial, or mixed use, provided the project meets 

affordability requirements (generally reserving at least 40% of units for households earning up to 

120% of area median income for at least 30 years).  

SB 962 clarifies that farms and farm operations, including activities related to the packaging and 

sale of products produced on the premises, are not considered commercial, industrial, or mixed-

use zoning categories for purposes of the Live Local Act. As a result, such agricultural uses 

cannot be used as the zoning basis to require local governments to approve qualifying affordable 

housing developments.  

The bill passed the Legislature and clarifies the interaction between agricultural land uses and the 

Live Local Act’s zoning provisions. 

Potential County Impact 

SB 962 primarily affects local land-use interpretation and zoning administration related to 

affordable housing development under the Live Local Act. 

For counties, the bill provides clarification and limits on the scope of zoning areas where the 

Live Local Act may be invoked. By excluding farms and farm operations from definitions of 

commercial, industrial, and mixed-use land uses, the legislation ensures that agricultural 

properties cannot trigger the Act’s provision that allows qualifying affordable housing 

developments to bypass local zoning restrictions. 

Key implications for counties include: 

• Land-Use Administration: Counties must ensure zoning interpretations related to Live 

Local Act eligibility exclude farms and farm operations. 

• Development Review: Affordable housing developers cannot rely on agricultural uses to 

claim eligibility for streamlined approval in non-residential zones. 

• Agricultural Protection: The change helps prevent potential conflicts between residential 

development and active agricultural operations. 

• Planning Consistency: Counties may experience fewer attempts to develop Live Local 

projects in areas with agricultural activity. 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/962


Overall, the bill narrows the circumstances under which the Live Local Act’s zoning preemption 

applies, potentially preserving local agricultural land uses while maintaining existing affordable 

housing development pathways in true commercial or industrial areas. 

Effective Date 

July 1, 2026. 

Primary Statutory References 

• s. 125.01055, F.S. 

• s. 166.04151, F.S.  

 

 


	General Bill Summary
	Potential County Impact
	Effective Date
	Primary Statutory References

