Counties Must Add Mobile Home Strategies to Local Housing Plans

SB 594 — Sen. Colleen Burton (HB 267 — Rep. Paula Stark)

General Bill Summary

SB 594 revises Florida’s State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program requirements
relating to local housing assistance plans (LHAPs). The bill expands how counties and eligible
municipalities may use SHIP funds to support mobile home owners, particularly those facing
housing instability due to rising lot rents or park closures.

The legislation authorizes local governments to use SHIP funds to provide lot rental assistance
for mobile home owners for up to six months of rent. The bill clarifies that this assistance
qualifies as a homeownership activity for purposes of SHIP funding allocations.

In addition, the bill requires each county and eligible municipality to include strategies in their
LHAPs that specifically address the needs of mobile home owners, including assistance for those
displaced by mobile home park closures.

The bill also clarifies that SHIP funds may be used for rehabilitation and emergency repairs to
mobile homes, and it removes an existing statutory limitation restricting the percentage of SHIP
funds that can be used for manufactured housing.

The bill passed the Senate unanimously (39-0) and was transmitted to the House for
consideration.

Potential County Impact

SB 594 directly affects counties that administer SHIP funding and maintain local housing
assistance plans. Counties would be required to update their LHAPs to include strategies
addressing the housing needs of mobile home owners, including provisions for lot rental
assistance and responses to park closures.

The bill expands counties’ allowable uses of SHIP funds by permitting short-term lot rental
assistance (up to six months) for mobile home owners. This may provide counties with
additional flexibility to stabilize housing for lower-income residents who own their homes but
rent the underlying land.

Counties may also provide SHIP funding for rehabilitation and emergency repairs to mobile
homes, which may increase program participation among mobile home households and require
administrative adjustments in local housing programs.

Because SHIP allocations are fixed and distributed through the Local Government Housing Trust
Fund, the bill does not create a new dedicated funding source. However, counties may

face administrative workload increases associated with modifying LHAPs, developing new
assistance strategies, and administering additional eligible activities.


https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/594

Overall, the legislation expands local program flexibility while establishing new planning and
policy requirements for counties participating in the SHIP program.

Effective Date

July 1, 2026.

Primary Statutory References
e 5.420.9071, F.S.

e 5.420.9072, F.S.
o 5.420.9075, F.S.



	General Bill Summary
	Potential County Impact
	Effective Date
	Primary Statutory References

