


= Florida’s leading nonprofit advocate
of sustainable development
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= Connecting people with planning
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The Florida Wildlife Corridor |

is an 18 million acre footprint
of connected land and water..

..representing our best
opportunity to safeguard a
biodiverse and sustainable
wild Florida for future
generations.
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CARLTON WARD
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CARLTON WARD

Networks of connected and protected areas are inherently more resilient
than individual, isolated patches.



Florida Wildlife Corridor Act - 2021

Passed Unanimously
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The Florida Wildlife Corridor
“Is the foundation of this state’s economy and quality of life”



Florida Wildlife Corridor Act - Hs727s8976

* Defines Conserved Lands and Opportunity Areas

FDEP shall...

* Encourage, strengthen, incentivize...
* Land acquisition

e Conservation easements

* Private investment

* Existing state programs

* Preservation on private property

* Novel financing mechanisms

* Ecotourism

* and enhancement of the corridor




BUILDING THE TENT

Working
Lands:
Ranches

Silviculture

e

Landowners

Anglers
Hunters

Ecoto

Entities

Partners and Stakeholders



RECOGNIZING THE SHARED VALUES

People
High quality of life
Strong local economies

Wildlife

Species diversity
Sustainable robust populations

Habitat

Suitable quality and quantity
Connected




114,000 Jobs
$30 billion annual value

6Xx return on investment
protecting Corridor




The Corridor is home to over 1,700 species
60 of these are considered “at risk”




The Corridor connects...
75 State Parks

32 State Forests

171 mag’ 1 & 2 springs




75 State Parks
171 Major™* Springs
32 State Forests

THE FLORIDAWILDLIFE CORRIDOR
| OPPORTUNITY AREAS
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CARLTON WARD

Networks of connected and protected areas are inherently more resilient
than individual, isolated patches.
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Considerations
for Critical
Pinch Points






URGENCY

2010 Baseline

Statewide 2010 Baseline

B Developed
Protectad

: ¥ 2070 Trend

Statewide 2070 Trend

B Developed
Protected

Other

33 million people by 2070

Connecting, protecting and restoring the Corridor
How we grow makes all the difference. Protecting the Corridor can be done even

as our population grows. However, it will require careful and intentional planning
around the vital ecological connections illustrated by the Florida Wildlife Corridor.

2070 Alternative

Statewide 2070 Alternative
B Oeveloped
Protected

Other
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Only one viable link
remains across the Lake
Wales Ridge connecting
the Green Swamp and
the Everglades
Headwaters
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Irreplaceable Gaps —

The Corridor Foundation
has identified numerous
gaps within the Corridor for
which no alternative viable
guality connections have
been identified. Loss of
these Corridor opportunity
areas would have profound
impacts on the Corridor’s
ecological function in these
regions.
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WHAT AND WHERE
IS THE CORRIDOR?
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18 million acres

10 million acres
protected
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THE FLORIDA WILDLIFE CORRIDOR
OPPORTUNITY AREAS

B CONSERVED LANDS

Florida Wildlife Corridor map vision is the Florida Ecological Greenways Network Priorities -3 (2021) developed and maintained by o0
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Scientific foundation
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Reserve Network for Florida

THE FLORIDAWILDLIFE CORRIDOR\ |

Nodes of concentrated ecological value CEEORTUNIETABER

exist in each landscape at all levels in the Bl CONSERVED LANDS
biological hierarchy. Integration of these

high-quality nodes into a functional

network is possible through the

establishment of a system of

interconnected multiple-use modules.* \ .

Noss & Harris 1986

o , The Reserve Network developed by Noss in
. G 1994 preceded and informed the FEGN model.

Noss & Cooperrider 1934

HOOO!
ST

WSS Florida 2060: A Research Project of 1000 Friends of Florida

*Noss, Reed & Harris, Larry. (1986). Nodes, networks, and MUMs: Preserving diversity at all scales. Environmental Management. 10. 299-309.



Florida Ecological Greenways
Network (FEGN) model
was created using...

26 Priority Ecological Area data layers
7 connectivity models

Tom Hoctor and his team used these data to
identify a series of hubs, or core areas, of large,
landscape-scale ecological significance, and a
network of corridors connecting the hubs into a
statewide ecological greenways system.

The Florida Wildlife Corridor is

composed of the top 3 priority
layers from the FEGN model.
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http://www.landscope.org/florida/priorities/data/ecological_greenways_network/
http://www.landscope.org/florida/priorities/data/ecological_greenways_network/

HUBS and Connections

A useful way to think about the corridor is to consider the
Ecological Hubs as one category within the Florida Wildlife
Corridor, and the other as the Connections

Florida Forever and the Rural and Family Lands Protection
Program are great State land acquisition programs well suited to

identify and acquire the priority parcels that show up as Ecological
Hubs.

They are not the right solution for many of the Connection areas.



That is where the Mind the Gaps effort
comes in...

* The goal is to..

 Advance and accelerate conservation solutions aimed at

closing complex priority gaps in the Corridor through
collaborative local engagement.

* Introduce and apply planning tools and approaches

* |[dentify where the most pressing needs are in these gaps to
inform future efforts.



Urgent and Vulnerable Connections

Looking through the “could do” to find
the “should do”!

e Rapid growth at the urban boundary
e Major Intersections
e Shifts in agriculture
e Narrow geometry
o Narrow strips and edge pieces
e High quality habitat
e Listed species, endemics
e Hydrologic features

Florida
Wil WILDLIFE

CORRIDOR

Foundation

Critical Connections

This map depicts the narrow,
irreplaceable connections in the
Corridor (bottlenecks) with the
highest ecological significance and
greatest urgency (hotspots)

Key

A-N = Hotspots & Bottlenecks
. = Conserved Lands

) = Opportunity Areas




Patch size — Large? Well connected?
Or both?

Ecosystems are more resilient when conserved in large,
unfragmented areas.* Generally...

e Isolated habitat patches need to be larger than patches that are connected
in order to sustain biotic communities.™

o The ability to recover from a catastrophic episode (hurricane, severe fire,
flood, drought) is a resiliency goal. Patch size and connectivity factor into
resilience.

o If your habitat patch size decreases, connectivity to the remaining patches

becomes more important. *Walker and Salt
2006

**Rolstad 1991



Legend

Conservation Easement
ation Lands - Federal
Consenrvation Lands - Local

ation Lands - Private

ation Lands - State 1 . Wh at iS n e C eSS a ry

Focal Gap Boundaries

County Line ...key landscape features
' ...tools and layers

2. What is Possible

...local knowledge & levers

4. \What is practical
...what, who, and how




Exploring Corridor
Connect

What is the Corridor Connect
platform and toolbox?
How can we use it to help us mind
the gaps?




Legend

Conservation Easement
# Conservation Lands - Federal
¢’ Conservation Lands - Local
@ Conservation Lands - Private
@ Conservation Lands - State
¢’ Focal Gap Boundaries
(/) County Line

Interstates

State Roads
Flagler Beach

County Boundaries

&

Florida Circuit Model, v2.1

FCM_2_1_Vector

Category
. Channelized - High Flow
annalized - Low Flow

. Diffuse - High

Diffuse - Low Flow

igh Flow
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UF Florida Ecological Greenways Network

c 2% ufl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/0caf1487f54644989%e2cedal1484a%b

FEGN DASHBOARD

County FL Senate District

FL Wildlife Corrid OFF istri
= eI Select a county Select a district

FL House District
Select a district

Development Trend
2070 Projection

23.1M ‘&'

ACRES IN NETWORK

PERCENT OF NETWORK UNPROTECTED

PROTECTED

Unprotected FEGN

47% B UNPROTECTED 53%

County Rank

iburg

ulfpart

FDER Esr

Javainan

aliE ¢
Albany
Dothan
¥
Valdosta
Mabile
Pensacola
ort 5t
Lugle
!;r__\str’alm
L Beach
Freeport

BHE

15.5%

OF UNPROTECTED NETWORK UNDER THREAT

Projected Development County Rank

ACRES (millions)

, TomTom, Garmin, FAD, NOAA, USGS, EPA, NPS | LS. Matianal Atlas | UF GeaPlan Center . Powered by Esri

12M

10M

M

&M

4am

2M

METWORK PRORITY (1 = highest)



https://ufl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/0caf1487f546449899e2ceda01484a9b

Environmental Screening Tool (EST)

https://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/

Corridor:
* Florida Wildlife Corridor
* FDOT Five Year Work Program
e Statewide Parcel data
 FDOT Wildlife Crossings
* FWC Florida Black Bear Road Mortality
« FWC Bear Crossing Sign Locations
« FWC Panther Mortality
* Florida Panther Least Cost Path
* Florida Panther Corridors
 ARC Lan
* Wildlife
. Bridge C

* Publicly Available Data Layers for Planning around the Wlldllfe

8 54F @ 02/25/2024 09:21AM CAMERA1


https://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/
https://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/
https://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/

Ecological Lever

Natural Cover

Ranching

Silviculture

Groves

Residential {low density)
Water

Crops

Greenspace

Open Land

strategy potentially applies to land use category
strategy potentially applicable in limited situations
strategy not applicable to land use category

ONSERVATION LEVERS
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Follow, Share, Give, Join the Movement!

ﬁ @FloridaWildlifeCorridor Donate

@ Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation

@FloridaWildlifeCorridor

° |FloridaWildlifeCorridor
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