
RESOLUTION NO. 2020-51 1 
 2 

EMERGENCY ORDER PROVIDING PROTOCOLS AND GUIDELINES FOR 3 
RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES RELATING TO COVID-19; SUPERSEDING 4 
RESOLUTIONS 2020-32, 2020-33, 2020-34, 2020-35 AND 2020-46. 5 

 6 
 7 

WHEREAS, Chapter 252, Florida Statutes, Emergency Management governs Local Emergencies; 8 
and 9 

 10 
WHEREAS, Lake County (“County”) is currently under a State of Emergency pursuant to Executive 11 

Order No. 20-51, as declared by Governor DeSantis on March 1, 2020; and 12 
 13 
WHEREAS, Resolution 2020-29, dated March 16, 2020, of the Board of County Commissioners of 14 

Lake County, Florida, declared a local state of emergency in response to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 15 
(“COVID-19”), which has been duly extended as required by law; and 16 

 17 
WHEREAS, on March 24, 2020, Governor DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-83, to reinforce the 18 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) guidelines implemented as part of the "15 Days to Slow 19 
the Spread" initiative; and 20 

 21 
WHEREAS, on April 1, 2020, Governor DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-91, for purposes of 22 

instituting a “Safer At Home” order lasting until April 30, 2020; and 23 
 24 
WHEREAS, COVID-19 continues to pose an imminent health hazard and an increased risk of 25 

infection to residents of the County and healthcare, first responders, and emergency medical service workers 26 
caring for patients with COVID-19; and 27 

 28 
WHEREAS, public health experts have consistently recommended avoiding close physical 29 

interaction between people to slow the spread of COVID-19, and the CDC has updated and further restricted 30 
its distancing guidelines; and 31 

 32 
WHEREAS, the CDC has stated that older adults and people of any age with serious underlying 33 

medical conditions are particularly at risk for severe illness or death from COVID-19; and 34 
 35 
WHEREAS, the Lake County Board of County Commissioners is committed to supporting local 36 

businesses that follow social distancing practices and that pursue business practices that safely serve 37 
consumers during this public health emergency; and  38 

 39 
WHEREAS, on March 30, 2020, the Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners executed 40 

Resolution 2020-33, for purposes of establishing social distancing requirements for businesses that now 41 
requires an amendment to further address certain types of businesses; and 42 

 43 
WHEREAS, President Trump issued Guidelines for Opening Up America Again on or about April 44 

16, 2020, which provides guidance to state and local governments on how to re-open their economies and get 45 
people back to work; and 46 

 47 
WHEREAS, on April 29, 2020, Governor DeSantis issued Executive Order 2020-112, which will 48 

implement Phase 1 of the re-opening process; and 49 
 50 
WHEREAS, the Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners of Lake County, Florida, has 51 
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determined that it is necessary to issue this Emergency Order to:  protect the health and safety of the residents 1 
and visitors of Lake County, Florida; to assist the healthcare delivery system in its ability to serve those 2 
persons infected by COVID-19; to prevent community spread of this deadly disease; and to preserve the 3 
public's access to essential services and maintain the operation of critical infrastructure. 4 

 5 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners 6 

of Lake County, Florida, that: 7 
 8 
Section 1. Senior Citizens and Those with Underlying Medical Conditions. 9 
 10 
1. Senior citizens and individuals with a significant underlying medical condition (such as 11 

chronic lung disease, moderate-to-severe asthma, serious heart conditions, immunocompromised status, 12 
cancer, diabetes, severe obesity, renal failure and liver disease) are strongly encouraged to stay at home and 13 
take all measures to limit the risk of exposure to COVID-19. 14 

 15 
2. Employers are encouraged to allow employees who fall under the requirements of section 1 16 

above the ability to work from home if able; in the alternative employers are encouraged to provide flexibility 17 
with leave time to ensure such employees are protected. 18 

 19 
3. Employers are encouraged to allow any employee who can work remotely the ability to do so. 20 
 21 
Section 2. Business Protocols and Guidelines.   Businesses, excluding governmental entities, 22 

should utilize the following protocols and guidelines: 23 
 24 
1. This section is intended to provide protocols and guidance to businesses in addition to the 25 

requirements contained in the Governor’s Phase 1: Safe, Smart, Step-by-Step Plan, set forth 26 
in Executive Order 20-112, issued April 29, 2020. 27 

 28 
2. Unless otherwise specified below, employees and patrons must practice social distancing by 29 

staying at least six (6) feet apart. 30 
 31 
3. Occupancy for grocery stores, big box stores, pharmacies, or hardware stores shall be limited 32 

to a rate that allows for the maintenance of at least six (6) feet between patrons and 33 
employees. 34 

 35 
4. Checkout points and staging areas, including storefronts, must be monitored for social 36 

distancing requirements by means of marking floors or similar actions to maintain six (6) 37 
feet between all persons inside the facility. 38 

 39 
5. Appropriate signage must be posted throughout each physical location reminding patrons 40 

and employees to observe the social distancing requirements. 41 
 42 
6. To the extent feasible, touchless hand sanitizer stations will be provided for patrons and 43 

employees at each business location.   44 
  45 

7. Childcare facilities/homes should follow the CDC Guidelines attached to this order as 46 
Exhibit A.  47 

 48 
8. Restaurants shall operate as specified under Executive Order 20-112, along with adhering to 49 
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the following conditions: 1 
 2 

• Tents may be utilized to provide covered outdoor seating.  Tents not exceeding 900 3 
square feet may be utilized without the need for a permit.  Permits will need to be 4 
applied for if larger tents are to be used.  Cooking is not permitted in outdoor tents. 5 
Distance separation will be maintained. 6 

• To the extent practicable, single service condiments should be used; provided, 7 
however, that if full size condiments are used, containers must be cleaned after each 8 
use.  Buffets, salad bars and drink stations will not be permitted. 9 

• Reservations are encouraged to ensure occupancy limits are not exceeded for those 10 
restaurants and bars that re-open their indoor dining facilities. 11 

• Delivery and curb-side pickup are encouraged in lieu of re-opening indoor dining 12 
areas when feasible. 13 

• Seating areas, counters, doorknobs, and bathrooms and the like will be frequently 14 
disinfected.  15 

• To the extent practicable, menus should be disinfected between each use.  Other 16 
alternatives include use of message boards, printed disposable menus, or posting 17 
menus on a website or other electronic medium accessible from patron cell phones 18 
or other electronic devices.  Comply with any other provision of this order that does 19 
not conflict with the specific terms contained in this subsection. 20 

• Nothing herein prohibits restaurants from instituting any other measures that satisfy 21 
the intent of this emergency order. 22 

 23 
9. Funeral homes, crematoriums and cemeteries are subject to the provisions of this order. 24 

  25 
Section 3.   Individual Protocols.   26 
 27 
1. Groups of people greater than ten (10) are not permitted to congregate in any space that does 28 

not readily allow for appropriate social distancing. 29 
 30 
2. A cloth face mask should be worn when going out in public to prevent the spread of COVID-31 

19 in accordance with CDC Guidelines.  The cloth face mask is not a substitute for social distancing. Cloth 32 
face masks should not be placed on young children under the age of 2, anyone who has trouble breathing, or 33 
is unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance. 34 

 35 
Section 4. Boating Restrictions.  All boaters using any waterway in Lake County shall comply 36 

with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Executive Order 20-09, which requires the 37 
following: 38 

 39 
1. Recreational vessel occupancy is limited to no more than ten (10) persons per vessel. 40 
 41 
2. A minimum distance of 50 feet between recreational vessels and any other vessel shall be 42 

maintained; provided, however, this distance does not apply to mooring fields, public or 43 
private marinas, or any other permanent installed wet slips, and does not apply to vessels 44 
underway unless they are tied, rafted or moored to another vessel. 45 

 46 
Section 5. Religious Services. 47 
 48 
1. Religious services held in churches, synagogues and houses of worship are considered 49 
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essential activities rather than essential services, and as such, are not subject to the requirements or penalties 1 
set forth in Lake County Resolution 2020-33, as amended by Resolutions 2020-34 and 2020-35, which 2 
address retail establishments, essential service providers, social and recreational gatherings, and daycare 3 
facilities. 4 

 5 
2. Pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order Number 20-112, senior citizens and individuals 6 

with significant underlying medical conditions, are strongly encouraged to stay home; but if they choose to 7 
leave their home for purposes of engaging in religious services, they are hereby advised they are putting 8 
themselves at risk of contracting the COVID-19 virus. 9 

 10 
3. Those who are conducting religious services should encourage their members who are 65 and 11 

older, or people of any age who have significant underlying medical conditions, to stay home otherwise it 12 
places their members in these categories at risk of contracting the COVID-19 virus.   13 

 14 
4. Those who are conducting religious services are hereby urged to hold such services in one of 15 

the following ways: 16 
 17 
a. Via electronic means such as Facebook Live, YouTube, Zoom, or other similar 18 

platforms; or 19 
b. Drive-in services so that people can remain in their vehicles. 20 

 21 
5. Religious leaders who decide to conduct religious services have a responsibility to protect the 22 

members of their congregations by implementing all CDC guidelines for social distancing and reinforcing the 23 
importance of hand washing and use of hand sanitizers. 24 

 25 
6. Any person who is exhibiting symptoms or who has been diagnosed with COVID-19, or who 26 

has interacted with a person exhibiting symptoms, or who has been diagnosed with COVID-19, must stay 27 
home in accordance with the CDC guidelines. 28 

 29 
7. Anyone who decides to participate in religious services is hereby urged to follow all CDC 30 

guidelines including social distancing and repeated hand washing or use of hand sanitizers. 31 
 32 

Section 6.   Penalties; Applicability.  Businesses and individuals that do not comply with this 33 
Order on a consistent basis are subject to monetary fines up to $500 per occurrence, in accordance with 34 
Section 125.69, Florida Statutes, Section 252.47, Florida Statutes, and Section 252.50, Florida Statutes.  This 35 
Order is enforceable by any county or municipal law enforcement official, code enforcement official, and 36 
emergency management official.  Nothing herein shall supersede any requirements or directives issued by 37 
Governor DeSantis. 38 

 39 
Section 7. Previous Orders.  This Resolution will supersede and replace the provisions 40 

contained in Resolutions 2020-32, 2020-33, 2020-34, 2020-35 and 2020-46. 41 
 42 
Section 8. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall take effect upon signature and shall remain in 43 

effect throughout the Local State of Emergency, unless earlier rescinded.  44 
45 





Re-Opening Guidelines; Resolution No. 2020-51 

 

6 

S:\DOCUMENT\2020\EMERGENCY MANG\COVID-19\Local State of Emerg- LC drafts\Resolution 2020-51 Reopening Guidelines_5-1-20_final rev 2.doc 

EXHIBIT A: CDC CHILDCARE GUIDELINES 1 

2 
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