TABOR Quotes from Experts

“TABOR’s contribution to the state’s economic prosperity, if any, cannot be statistically quantified.”

- Colorado Legislative Council Staff, House Joint Resolution 03-2033 Study: TABOR, Amendment 23, the Gallagher Amendment, and Other Fiscal Issues, September 2003.

“…the decay of Colorado’s balance sheet, its net worth, representing the publicly owned capital stock that provides the foundation for economic activity, is unprecedented. It will, if unchecked, eventually lead to economic decay.”

- Rocky Scott, Colorado Springs Economic Development Corp.

“Far from sparing Colorado from the fiscal crisis, TABOR forced refunds at a time of falling revenues and required legislators to cut funding in a time of rising need.”

- Bradley, David, 2005, Fiction and Fact: A Response to the Tax Foundation’s Distortion of Colorado’s TABOR, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, Washington D.C.: May 2.

“The main problems with tax and expenditure limits like Colorado’s TABOR is the arbitrary formula used to limit revenues each year. Fixing the “ratchet” (a feature of TABOR that worsens revenue shortages after a recession) would not avert the sharp decline in public services Colorado experienced under TABOR.”

- David Bradley, Karen Lyons, and Iris J. Lav, A Faulty Fix: Repairing the “Ratchet” Will Not Repair TABOR, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, March 21, 2006.

http://www.ocpp.org/cgi-bin/display.cgi?page=TABORresources
“The limit of population growth plus inflation does not allow the growth of government to keep pace with the economy….TABOR eventually and inevitably leads to an ongoing degenerative direct democracy over the state budget.”

- Bradley J. Young, TABOR and Direct Democracy, An Essay on the End of the Republic

“The TABOR formula permits rapid declines in revenue limits but prevents rapid recovery when conditions improve. This is often referred to as the ‘ratchet-down’ effect, and it restricts government responsiveness.”

- TABOR Tutor, City of Colorado Springs

“TABOR limits government’s ability to provide tailored services that communities want. Examples include roadway maintenance that is important to individuals and businesses, police and fire services, [and] a parks and recreation system.”

- TABOR Tutor, City of Colorado Springs

“TABOR strangles budgets slowly, squeezing tighter every year.”

- Amy Blouin, TABOR: A Proven Failure in Colorado, Implications for Missouri, Missouri Budget Project, March 1, 2006.

Putting the flawed formula in the state’s Constitution is dangerous for 3 reasons:

1. TABOR becomes permanent – If people decide they don’t like it, getting it out of the constitution would be extremely difficult.

2. Money becomes the name of the game – Statewide campaigns to pass a constitutional override are very costly. This favors special interests that have large amounts of money.

3. Elected state legislators become powerless – TABOR does not allow them to make the tough decisions they were elected to make.

 - Amy Blouin, TABOR: A Proven Failure in Colorado, Implications for Missouri, Missouri Budget Project, March 1, 2006.

“There is no evidence that TABOR was responsible for [Colorado’s] economic boom of the 1990s.”

- Colorado Legislative Council, House Joint Resolution 03-1033 Study, Sept. 2003.

The Four Fundamental Flaws in TABOR:

1. TABOR’s revenue growth limit is too restrictive, even in the best of times, making it almost impossible for state government to meet critical needs.

2. The ratcheting effect of this growth limit continually downsizes government, making cuts virtually permanent. When the state experiences a temporary revenue shortfall during an economic downturn, TABOR makes it nearly impossible to restore program cuts in good economic times.

3. TABOR contains a series of complex and often redundant provisions that greatly restrict budget-making flexibility, even within the overall limit on growth.

4. TABOR contains provisions that make it very difficult for the state to take advantage of surpluses in good times (e.g. create a Rainy Day Fund) to save for bad times.

- Bell Policy Center's report, Ten Years of TABOR, 2003

http://www.thebell.org/PUBS/annual/guide.php
The Bell Policy Center in Denver, an opponent of the law, found sharp reductions in immunizations, mental health services and inspections of day care centers, along with an increase in substandard roads and uninsured children. The center also blamed the cap for reducing access to higher education. "We're taking away the opportunity for people to better their lives," said Wade Buchanan, the center's president.

- Jason DeParle, Colorado Conservatives at War Over Tax Cap, New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/08/14/national/14taxpayer.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1&sq
"The challenge for proponents is to tell the truth. Their message to date is that [TABOR] is simple, and it won't lead to cuts. It is a simple message and an attractive one, but it isn't true."

- Christopher St. John, director of the Maine Center for Economic Policy

http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/news/state/060903tabor.shtml
“AARP opposes TABOR as bad fiscal policy for our state because it enforces a rigid spending formula that would eventually under-fund critical services that all Missourians depend on. In addition, TABOR offers no flexibility to address changing circumstances during times of funding shortfalls.”

- AARP Missouri TABOR Steering Committee Chair Sidney McCarther

http://community.aarp.org/n/pfx/forum.aspx?msg=71.1&nav=messages&webtag=rp-mo
“Colorado voters recognized that, instead of a bill of rights, they were sold a bill of goods. Just like the TABOR measure being pushed in Missouri, it’s a gimmick that sounds good but fails to deliver.”

- Greg Jung, president of the Missouri National Education Association 

http://www.mnea.org/news/releases/TABOR.htm
“Calling IP 6 the ‘rainy day amendment’ is like trying to sell a lightning rod by calling it an umbrella. The IP 6 proponents are similarly trying to soak voters with a dangerous measure by calling it something else.”

- Michael Leachman, policy analyst with the Oregon Center for Public Policy
http://www.ocpp.org/cgi-bin/display.cgi?page=nr060628TABORUI
“Schools, public safety, health care and other public services would be strangled by TABOR over time.”

- Michael Leachman, policy analyst with the Oregon Center for Public Policy
http://www.ocpp.org/cgi-bin/display.cgi?page=nr060628TABORUI
“They’ve figured out that no business would survive if it were run like the TABOR faithful say Colorado should be run – with withering tax support for college and universities, under funded public schools and a future of crumbling roads and bridges.”

- Neil Westergaard, Editor of the Denver Business Journal

http://www.mobudget.org/Race%20to%20the%20Bottom%20Missouri%27s%20Initiative%20Petition.pdf
“Allowing revenue or expenditures to grow with population and inflation may sound reasonable, but it falls far short of being able to fund the ongoing cost of government. In an era in which health care costs are growing far faster than inflation and populations are aging, limiting the rate of spending growth to inflation plus population growth forces annual reductions in the level of government services.”

- TABOR: A Threat to Education, Health Care, and Social Services, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

http://www.cbpp.org/ssl-series.htm
“Using two different empirical approaches and examining two different measures of economic growth, we find that TABOR did not significantly boost Colorado’s economy.”

- Therese J. McGuire and Kim Reuben, The Economic Effects of TABOR, Economic Policy Institute, March 23, 2006.

http://www.taxpolicycenter.org/publications/url.cfm?ID=1000940
“Each year under the spending cap formula, the amount of actual goods and services the Commonwealth can buy will go down. The state will have to cut its provision of goods and services each year and have absolutely nothing for any new expenditures needed because of rising health care costs, the desire to invest in the workforce of the future, or an emergency.”

-  Facts About the Impact of Spending Caps on Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center

http://www.pennbpc.org/pdf/PBPC_BW_112105.pdf
“It doesn’t take an advanced degree in economics or mathematics to see the train wreck that is certainly looming [because of TABOR].”
- Mike Boyd,“A perspective on TABOR,Gallagher and Amendment 23,”Colorado Springs Business Journal, March 5,2004. 
http://www.csbj.com/story.cfm?id=6969&searchString=perspective%20and%20tabor
