COUNTER POINTS:  SJR 1906

KEY RESPONSES TO PRO-ARGUMENTS
Counter-Messaging to TABOR Arguments

1. “SMART CAP”
· There’s nothing intelligent about this bill.  It takes a hatchet to government, where a scalpel is needed.  It doesn’t provide for the long-term needs of our schools, health care systems, fire or police departments, seniors, or families.  

· The bill is based on a flawed formula.  The numbers just don’t add up.  Families and businesses will be left paying for the things that should be provided for by government.

· The one-size-fits-all TABOR formula fails to address the realities of a complex world.  When Florida suffers droughts, flooding, and other emergencies, government must be able to step in to help people get through tough times.  

· This bill is a failed promise that won’t deliver on what it says.  Taxpayer bill of goods.

2. TRANSPARENCY: “This bill will increase budget and spending transparency”

· Nothing in this bill increases transparency.  In fact it makes government more complicated and less responsive.

· We all want transparent and open government, but this isn’t the solution.  Instead, this bill makes budgeting a more cumbersome process.

· Budgeting decisions are placed on auto-pilot, subject to a formula.  The voters are left to deal with the mess on the ballot.

· This bill runs against our founding fathers’ vision of representative democracy.  Why else have elected officials?  

3. CO TABOR: “This Bill Fixes CO TABOR’s Glitches”

· TABOR didn’t work in Colorado, and it won’t work in Florida.  This bill is not an improvement.

· What the measure’s proponents claim to have fixed didn’t actually solve the fundamental flaws of the measure.  No matter what, poorly designed spending limits will shrink essential services over time because of the faulty formula.  

· The so-called “ratchet” was not the factor that caused the deterioration of public services in Colorado; the vast majority of the decline took place during a period of healthy economic growth during which the ratchet did not operate.  And the TABOR time-out prevented the ratchet from taking effect after the last recession.  The key problem is the rigid TABOR formula, which does not allow for a reasonable level of growth — and which forces essential services to shrink over time.

· It’s like claiming you solved the problems of the Titanic by fixing a leaking pipe.

4. TAX GROWTH: “Property Taxes and Fees Have Grown at an Astonishing Rate”

· The data doesn’t and analysis don’t agree with that statement.  Costs have risen everywhere.  Government is not out to make money, but to help provide services that citizens rely upon.

· It sounds good ---until you realize that government doesn’t grow at the same rate as a static, formulaic measure as specified in SJR 1906.  State government spends most of our money on health care, education, and public safety where costs have been rising much faster than the arbitrary formula limit in SJR 1906.  
· TABOR Will End Up Costing Floridians More. 

· In the long run, the revenues lost by TABOR will have to be made up somewhere, either in popular program cuts and eliminations or services passed along to business or families.  This is exactly what happened in Colorado.  
5. CIVIC ENGAGEMENT: “Reasonable to Allow Voters to Approve Excess Spending Growth” and “This proposal brings the voters back into the local government arena."

· TABOR is an obstacle to effective leadership.  

· TABOR undermines the authority of our elected leaders to prioritize 

· TABOR runs counter to what was envisioned by our founding leaders.  Decisions about taxes and fees need to be made in the context of supporting those services communities need.  This is the duty of our elected leaders.  This is why we vote them into office.  As voters, it is our duty to hold them accountable to make these decisions.  Instead, important budget decisions are relegated to an arbitrary formula.

6. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: “This bill will help create economic opportunity for our state and communities”

· TABOR undermines economic development.  

· The financial windfall for taxpayers and correlated reinvestment of those tax dollars into the private sector promised by TABOR supporters just doesn’t happen.  All in all, the supposed “windfall” that TABOR supporters tout never took place in Colorado; instead, it actually weakened the state and local economies during times of recession – making recovery VERY difficult.

· SJR 1906 will make government a weak partner in economic development by limiting critical investments in those areas upon which businesses depend, such as education, health care, public safety, economic development and community infrastructure. 

· This bill actually puts businesses and infrastructure improvements in direct competition with essential public services. If a jurisdiction is able to float a bond issue, the debt service on the bonds would decrease the revenue limit by the amount of the annual debt service.  

· It would create nearly insurmountable barriers to issuing bonds for infrastructure development, school construction, or other purposes.  A two-thirds vote of electors would be required for any jurisdiction to incur multi-year debt — unless the jurisdiction already has on hand sufficient cash reserves to repay the debt and interest and irrevocably dedicates those funds to do so.  Few jurisdictions would have on hand, in cash, the entire amount needed to repay a 30-year bond issue; if the jurisdiction did have that much cash on hand, it might not need to issue the bond.

The bottom line is – if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.  Policy makers may be promising to put money back into your pockets at the same time they promise to maintain or improve services for schoolchildren, the elderly, and persons with disabilities.  

The math doesn’t work and the promises fall short.        
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