Here’s what they’re saying…

Miami Herald - 10/30/07

Property-tax measure heads to voters 

Even senators weren't too enthusiastic about the measure they passed. 

''This is not tax reform. This is tax shift,'' said Rep. Franklin Sands, D-Weston. ``And, as we know in this process, shift happens.''

St. Petersburg Times – 10/30/07

Property tax cut emerges from fight

"Quite frankly, we may have seen the best that this institution - the House and Senate together - can do on this," said an openly disappointed House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-Miami.

South Florida Sun-Sentinel – 10/30/07

Legislature’s ballot tax-relief plan to go on Jan. 29 ballot

"If you balance a tax break on public school children, that is simply not a good choice," said House Democratic Leader Dan Gelber of Miami Beach.

Gannett News Service – 10/30/07

Tax-reform deal approved

The plan includes setting aside about $7 million a year to bail out ''fiscally constrained'' counties, but Rep. Curtis Richardson, D-Tallahassee, likened it to a new welfare program.

''They will depend on welfare from the state,'' he said.

Sarasota Herald-Tribune – 10/30/07

Counties say property tax cuts will necessitate cuts in services

"It's going to be a lot of services" that will be cut if the referendum passes. 

~ Jim Seuffert, Manatee County finance director

Associated Press – 10/30/07

Homeowners: Tax plan “better than nothing,” Crist begins campaign

"That's going to have an impact on schools one way or another. It may be that there's reduced programs, it could mean that there are fewer teachers hired, it could be that there's folks that lose their jobs."

~ Florida Education Association spokesman Mark Pudlow

Reuters – 10/30/07

Local finance officials unsure of portability impact

Bob Spencer, executive director of financial services for Collier County public schools, said educators must wait until spring to see if lawmakers follow through on promises to do no harm to public school funding.

St. Petersburg Times – 10/31/07

Tax plan is open for legal fight

"They've perpetuated a flawed system," said Kurt Wenner, senior analyst for Florida TaxWatch, an advocacy group. "It's a mistake and bad for Florida."

Florida Times-Union – 10/31/07

Counties starting to count the cost

[Jacksonville Mayor John Peyton] predicted city service fees would be the only way to avoid "devastating" revenue losses, especially if the Legislature follows through with its stated intent to continue whittling away at property taxes next year. The mayor and the City Council have already approved garbage collection and stormwater fees and are still considering a fee on residents' electricity and water bills.

For the Duval County school system, losses would start at $6.2 million in 2008 and climb to $23.4 million in 2012. Budget Director Mike Perrone said based on the School Board's past budget-cutting decisions, the revenue loss could mean delaying purchases, borrowing from class-size amendment compliance funds, freezing vacant positions or dipping into reserves.

"It's not huge, but things would have to be cut, and it would be felt somewhere," Perrone said.

Assistant county administrator [St. Johns County] Joe Vonasek said because the county uses taxing districts for fire protection and street lighting, those could be the first services cut.

"The tax collected in those areas solely goes to fund those services," Vonasek said. "So what do I do, turn out every 10th street light?"

"We have all this crime in Northeast Florida, and we're talking about cutting more revenue? I had a lot of uneasiness, and no clarity."
~ Sen. Tony Hill, D-Jacksonville

Key West Citizen – 11-2-07

Legislature’s property tax plan could reduce state money for local schools

"There are still substantial negative impacts on school district tax revenues," Ruth Melton, the director of legislative relations for the Florida School Boards Association, wrote in a letter to association members after the [Oct. 29 legislative] vote.
"We're already paying our unfair share. Higher and higher property taxes in the Keys meant the state was kicking in less. We want to shift the burden off the local taxpayers and back to the state."

~ Florida Keys Rep. Ron Saunders

Orlando Sentinel – 11/2/07

Proposed tax changes may have only a marginal impact on real-estate slump

The so-called tax portability will have a "marginal, positive effect on the real estate market, certainly, not of the size and magnitude to cause a major recovery," said Hank Fishkind, an Orlando-based private-sector economist who has served as an adviser to a number of Florida governors.

Orlando Sentinel – 11/5/07

Tax plan leaves many unanswered questions

"The Legislature always wants to be all things to all people," said House Minority Leader Dan Gelber, D-Miami Beach. "But you've got to wonder, where do we get the money for schools, health programs and the other things people want even while we're cutting taxes?

"The Legislature is not looking at the long-term consequences this will have to the tax system. But they are looking to remain popular in the next election."

~ Drew Lanier, University of Central Florida constitutional-law expert

Bellaire Bee – 11/6/07

Legislators split on tax bill impact

“I’m not at all pleased with the action the Legislature took. It’s not good for the state of Florida… It doesn’t speak to good leadership. When you put a plan out there that is so speedily drawn up, that’s the height of irresponsibility.”

~ State Rep. Janet Long, D-Seminole

South Florida Sun-Sentinel – 11/7/07

Local impact of Legislature’s tax package worries Palm Beach County commissioners

"If this passes on Jan. 29, I think there'll be a lot of people in my district who are going to be unhappy about it. They like the services they are getting and … don't want to lose any more. They were told that taxes were going to drop like a rock. That rock turned out to be a pebble. I have great reservations about [the plan]. I don't see where it's going to stimulate the economy."

~ Palm Beach County Commissioner Burt Aaronson

Palm Beach Post – 11/7/07

County may face cutting $52 million more in ‘08

Weisman said the county plans to slash reserves, but added that there also will have to "be major service cuts."

~ Palm Beach County Administrator Bob Weisman

Bradenton Herald – 11/7/07

Schools assess effect of tax reform

"If [the property tax amendment] passes, the legislators have to figure out how to fund education. They haven't figured out an alternative."

~ Tim McGonegal, Manatee County School District’s assistant superintendent of finances

Key West Citizen – 11/7/07

Property tax overhaul could reduce money to schools

“I'm concerned about [the impact the Jan. 29 amendment will have on schools. You don't want to reduce school funding, but you want a reduction in what the county pays."

~ Florida Keys Rep. Ron Saunders

Florida Times-Union – 11/8/07

Property tax vote is threshold’s big test

"We were ready to go with a grass-roots, mainstream plan to defeat the last [property tax amendment] plan, and we have not stopped. We're confident when the governor is done crisscrossing the state like a cheerleader and people start looking at this, they'll realize it will decimate their schools, parks, senior centers and after-school programs."

~ AFL-CIO spokesman Rich Templin

Gannett News Service – 11/10/07

Florida cities oppose tax plan

"[The property tax amendment] really fails to deal with the disparities and the inequities in our current tax system. It further exacerbates an unfair system."

~ John Thomas, Florida League of Cities legislative director

Key West Keynoter – 11/10/07

Commissioners swinging budget ax

“This isn't something that just came out of the woodwork. This is the public screaming for tax relief at the same time the expenses have continued to rise at 17 percent. Something has to break in that process.”

~ Monroe County Administrator Tom Willi

Orlando Sentinel - 11/11/07

Tax-cut enemies plot its demise
"This is the wrong place, wrong time for this kind of thing," said Bob Carver, president of the Florida Professional Firefighters Association, whose 22,500 members are pledging $500,000 toward a campaign against the measure. "You look at the kind of money people are going to get back -- and it's not worth the cuts in services they'll face," he added.

Bonita News - 11/11/07

Some local governments begin mulling layoffs due to property tax reform

“Just make sure you understand what the ramifications of this will be for the state of Florida. I really hope the voters understand the consequences of this amendment.”

~ Collier County Manager Jim Mudd

Michele LaBute, [Collier County School District] chief operations officer, said passage of the constitutional amendment will cost about $5.7 million in 2008.

Palm Beach Post - 11/12/07

Property tax plan’s support slim

"It's a very perilous position for the 'yes' side to be in, considering that they are getting their base of support from people who don't stand to gain that much from the tax cut," said Tom Eldon of Schroth, Eldon & Associates.

Orlando Sentinel – 11/14/07

Smaller Orlando-area cities face biggest hit from property-tax cut on ballot

"We have predicted the areas that will be hardest hit [if the property tax amendment passes] will be the bedroom communities -- the places people live but do not work. And unfortunately, it's a lot of the smaller cities.

~ Rebecca O'Hara, legislative director for the Florida League of Cities

"They are shifting onto new homeowners and to nonexempt owners. That transfers to renters and commercial property. This [property tax amendment] will exacerbate the very things that are taking place now, and the same victims of Save Our Homes are going to feel it even more now."

~ Wayne Archer, co-director of University of Florida's Center for Real Estate Studies

"It's the bedroom communities that are mostly residential and are going to have the biggest reductions in taxable value. They're probably going to have to raise the millage [tax] rate . . . the little portion that is not homesteaded is going to get slammed."

~ Florida TaxWatch analyst Kurt Wenner

"It's going to be hard for us if this passes in January.”

~ Deltona City Council member Michele McFall-Conte

Florida Today - 11/14/07

Experts agree: Florida is feeling a tax squeeze

"Trying to navigate a trillion dollar economy on the cheap might not be the best idea in the long run," Snaith said.

~ Dr. Sean Snaith, economist and director of the Institute for Economic Competitiveness at the University of Central Florida in Orlando

[Brevard County Commissioner Truman Scarborough] pointed out that some studies have shown that Florida already is the third-lowest state in the country for taxes, when all taxes are tallied up. And he pointed out that much local government spending is for voter-approved or state-mandated items.

"All aspects of our local budgets are governed by the state,” Scarborough said.

Bradenton Herald- 11/17/2007

Panel takes steps toward revamping Florida’s sales tax system

“Everybody ought to pay their fair share of the costs of operating our state. And if somebody isn't paying their fair share that means the rest of the people are picking up their lunch tab, and that's not right. That's just not fair."

~ Commissioner John McKay, a former Florida Senate president from Bradenton

Capitol News Service- 11/17/2007

Educators worried about more budget cuts

“I don’t see the legislature or the public willing to take larger class sizes and teachers not getting any pay raises and overcrowded classrooms again,” Blanton said.  “I don’t see that happening.  But those are some of the consequences that could come about.”

~ Wayne Blanton of the Florida School Boards Association
St. Petersburg Times- 11/17/2007

Officials gently ask for relief on cuts

"I don't have any programs I can cut," said Hillsborough State Attorney Mark Ober, saying that 95.5 percent of his budget goes toward salary and benefits. "We have people. When you think about law enforcement, think about state attorneys."

Orlando Sentinel - 11/18/2007

Property-tax vote could be warm-up for election forces

"Republicans are trying to placate voters with this property-tax amendment," said Jim Kitchens, an Orlando pollster who often works for Democrats. "But it really only gives the average homeowner $240 back. That's nothing, and people are going to figure that out fast."

Bonita Daily News - 11/20/2007

Property tax reform was focus of League forum

County commissioners “didn’t have a piece to this whole thing, and the result was they came up with something that was haphazard. Now we’re in a serious dilemma” at the local level.

~ Collier County Commissioner Frank Halas

Ft. Myers News Press - 11/20/2007

Tax-cut measure critiqued at forum
“We are not getting at the root, which is to eliminate inequality and inequity in the system.” 

~ Bob Janes, Lee County Commission chairman

Tallahassee Democrat - 11/22/2007

Citizen initiatives come courtesy of corporate cash

"Ballot measures were originally intended to give the people a voice when lawmakers were stymied by special interests," he said. "Increasingly, it is those very same special interests that are using the process to push their agendas, not those of the people."

~ Edwin Bender, director, National Institute on Money in State Politics 

Daytona Beach News Journal - 11/22/2007

Sources sought to fund fire services

"The reality of this is, it's going to affect the essential services that are provided to our residents," said [Daytona Beach] City Manager Jon Williams. "And unless we come up with alternative funding . . . we will not be able to maintain our existing level of services."

South Florida Sun-Sentinel – 11/26/07

Even if voters approve, lawsuit could sink property tax reform

“I think people have said over and over there is a potential [constitutional problem with the tax plan],” said Senate Majority Leader Dan Webster, R-Winter Garden.

An analyst hired by Crist said the plan could pass legal muster if it included a special tax break for first-time home buyers, but that provision was left out of the final compromise.

Miami Herald – 12/2/07

Budget could see event tighter year

''We will, if the referendum passes in January, have to immediately go into workshops and start discussing where either services or employees, or something, will get cut,'' Klopp said. ``We will not be able to find ways to keep everything in place with another cut in our budget come October 2008.''

~ North Miami Beach City Manager Keven Klopp

North Miami Beach Mayor Raymond Marin said he hopes state legislators will reevaluate the [property tax reform] plan and consider the financial hardships it is placing on municipalities.

''The cuts they are trying to make are unreasonable,'' Marin said of the legislators. ``They have to find an alternative way to raise money.''
Sarasota Herald-Tribune – 12/4/07

Local officials talk about taxes with politicians

But tax reform has been a bust in the eyes of Sarasota Mayor Lou Ann Palmer, who says the changes have not helped those whose taxes had gone up the most -- businesses, rental property owners and part-time residents.

"It's been mainly relief for those who don't necessarily need it," Palmer said.

Florida Times-Union – 12/5/07

Sheriff to ask state for money

"There isn't anything left we haven't considered. We need more police officers. A lot more officers."

~ Jacksonville Sheriff John Rutherford

Rutherford puts most of the blame for his budget problems on the Legislature's property tax reform. He said before the city's revenue shortfall of $50 million, it was going to fund 40 additional officers.

Things might get worse next year with the Jan. 29 constitutional amendment vote, which might mean another $75 million in revenue shortfalls.

"It just doesn't add up when you're the murder capital of the state," Rutherford said.

Nelson Cuba, president of the local chapter of the Fraternal Order of Police, said he hears patrol officers complain that they are so busy running from call to call that they aren't able to do any community policing.

Florida Times-Union – 12/5/07

Who’s speaking for county on tax vote?

[Assistant Duval County Administrator Joe] Vonasek [who recently resigned from the county to pursue teaching] said that if the [property tax] measure passed, it would reduce the county's property tax revenue by about 5 percent, or $10.5 million, and force the county to cut the budget for services and nonprofit organizations.

Clara Cowan, chairwoman of the Beaches Coalition, said residents enjoy the current level of services they are getting from the county and that if those services are cut, the residents will probably have to pay fees. Eventually, she said, those fees will offset any savings from the property tax reform.

Seminole Chronicle – 12/5/07

Tax reform postponing horse park

If tax reform passes in January, which would double the homestead exemption for residents, [the City of Oviedo] would immediately lose $1.3 million in revenue, making its financial future murky.

Naples Daily News – 12/6/07

Sen. Saunders: Don’t expect state to pass further property tax breaks

At a local legislative delegation meeting last week Mayor Jay Arend [of Bonita Springs] praised the city’s relatively low millage rate, and asked state legislators not to treat every city the same if more rollbacks were required.

Polk County Democrat – 12/6/07

Tax Reform ‘A Start, Not a Total Fix,’ Faux Says

The tax reform package [on the January 29, 2008 ballot] would reduce revenues to the Polk County Commission by $17.8 million, [Polk County Property Appraiser Marsha Faux] said. The impact on the City of Bartow would be $190,206.

Those are preliminary projections, and the impacts could be greater, she said.
Faced with reduced revenues from ad valorem property taxes, the speaker, said, city and county commissions could:
· Cut services.

· Lay off employees.

· Create new fees for governmental services.

· Create special taxes for law enforcement, roads and transportation, and other local government expenses. These would be similar to Polk County's special taxes to support libraries and recreation.

South Florida Sun-Sentinel – 12/6/07

West Delray: Residents pack meeting on property tax proposals

Palm Beach County Commissioner Burt Aronson slammed the current state-mandated cutbacks.  

"That $14 million we cut from fire-rescue will cut down response time. It will cost us 15 to 20 seconds. … In an area like Kings Point, miss 15 to 20 seconds and we lose a life. Do you want to give that up?" He asked people to vote no on the proposed state tax legislation.
South Florida Sun-Sentinel – 12/7/07

Crist joins Trump to raise money for property tax amendment

``When you have to go up to New York and do a fundraiser with Donald Trump to finance a campaign down here, it may be a signal about who benefits the most,'' said Mark Pudlow, a spokesman for the Florida Education Association.

St. Petersburg Times – 12/8/07

State: Housing woes drain tax plan’s savings

State economists on Friday downgraded the five-year savings [from the constitutional amendment on property taxes] by $3.2-billion, or 25 percent.

It now stands at $9.2-billion, down from $12.4-billion, largely because not as many people are expected to be moving.

There is an upside to the smaller property tax numbers. The cut in school budgets would drop from $2.8-billion to $1.5-billion.

Gannett – 12/8/07

Tax savings predictions lowered

"People are going to have to ask themselves are the individual savings worth the cost to public schools," said Florida Education Association spokesman Mark Pudlow.

Bonita Daily News – 12/8/07

Lee school district turns up thermostat, freezes hiring to cut costs

Lee County School District officials are heating up classrooms and freezing employment opportunities. The moves come as preparation for possible upcoming state funding cuts.

In a memo sent recently to district department heads and school principals, Superintendent James Browder froze the hiring of all district-level employees and school-level clerical staff.

Ft. Myers News-Press – 12/8/07

Counties ready for budget tempest


Brevard County, home to Cape Canaveral with a population of 552,109, has terminated plans for four library projects — two replacements, one expansion and one new library.

Lee County Commissioners agreed Tuesday to cut retirement bonuses for new employees.

Bonita Daily News – 12/10/07

Collier County leaders mounting campaign against property tax amendment

County officials warn that the [property tax] amendment will take about $16.8 million out of county coffers. That could lead to libraries, parks and landscaping services being cut, County Manager Jim Mudd said.

Layoffs also are a possibility. The county is now in a hiring freeze.

The amendment doesn’t say how Collier schools will make up an estimated shortfall of $5.7 million if the amendment passes, and there doesn’t appear to be any way for county government to make back the money it will lose, Mudd said.

Citizens have to ask themselves if they’re comfortable with the cuts that will be made, Collier County Commissioner Frank Halas said.

“If voters feel the extra money in their pocket is more important than the services they receive, they should vote for (the amendment),” Halas said. “But I would warn everyone to look very carefully at what this amendment does.”

The amendment makes it hard for counties to provide the basic public services, roads and utilities needed to deal with growth, Halas said.

“I’ve told people that it looks good when you first read (the ballot language),” Halas said. “But make sure you understand the consequences of what you’re voting for.’’

Palm Beach Post – 12/11/07

Property tax plan gains first official foe

"Is this property tax reform really worth $20 a month to lose emergency services?" said Florida Professional Firefighters President Bob Carver, whose union includes 22,000 members statewide.

"There hasn't been a decision about a coordinated group, but we're working with the firefighters," said Mark Pudlow, spokesman for the Florida Education Association, which has 137,000 teachers as members.

Tampa Tribune – 12/11/07

Editorial: Dreaming of Tax Equality

We Florida residents don't seem to care how much our neighbors pay [in property taxes] as long as most of us get to pay less than a fair share.

Florida lawmakers, keen readers of the public mood, are pandering to our selfishness by proposing even more tax breaks for property owners already enjoying big tax favors.

Miami Herald – 12/12/07

Tax-plan foes open campaign

[The property tax amendment] ''could be devastating to our schools and is simply a bad idea for Florida,'' Andy Ford, president of the Florida Education Association, says in the recorded calls [urging teachers to vote against the amendment.]

''People will save about $20 a month and what could they get? Lesser services, and that could mean slower response times and that could mean higher insurance costs on their homes,'' said Bob Carver of the firefighters union.

Florida Times-Union – 12/13/07

Council looks at suit over tax limit

The Legislature in June passed laws requiring local governments to roll back their property tax rates and setting caps on future revenue. Then in October the Legislature approved a proposed constitutional amendment with more property tax breaks that Florida voters will decide Jan. 29.

Limits on Jacksonville's property tax rate particularly rankled [City Council Vice President Ronnie Fussell].

"The [state] Constitution is pretty defined on who has that ability," he said. "It's not the Legislature."
---

"I absolutely support that effort [to file suit against the state]," said state Rep. Dick Kravitz, R-Jacksonville, who played a key role in securing the opt-out provision. "This is still a home rule issue, and if it comes to that [lawsuit], we ought to sue and see if we can get some support from the courts."

State Sen. Tony Hill, D-Jacksonville, one of only four senators to vote against sending voters the Jan. 29 amendment, repeated his insistence that the impact was too unclear and costly.

"I say good for Jacksonville," Hill said of a possible lawsuit. "All indications are that Jacksonville would lose millions of dollars, and we've been saying here that one size does not fit all."
South Florida Sun-Sentinel – 12/14/07

Firefighters, teachers, others line up to oppose property tax cuts

"Our message is that our members need to be able to separate their individual $100 to $200 of savings compared to the billions that schools will be losing," said Pat Santeramo, president of the Broward Teachers Union.
"In Florida we're already seriously under-financed in education. If you rank us against other states, we're at the bottom of the list [in public school spending]," said Mark Pudlow, an FEA spokesman. "Our teachers are paid more than $6,000 below the national average."
Palm Beach Post – 12/15/07

Editorial: TaxWatch rightly doubts Crist’s tax-cut promises

Increasing the homestead exemption," [Kurt Wenner, TaxWatch's director of tax policy] says, "helps those who have been hurt the least" because they have enjoyed Save Our Homes protection.

The problem, Mr. Wenner says, is that portability could pit "U.S. resident against U.S. resident." Those who have just moved to Florida would be at a much greater disadvantage to their neighbor, who would be paying much less in taxes and would have all that Save Our Homes equity.

Tallahassee Democrat – 12/15/07

Editorial: Tax facts

Real tax reform is what's ultimately needed in Florida, not a policy that gives an exemption or a break to one group while causing another to take up the slack. County commissioners, and all leaders in public service, need to get involved in explaining how the amendment will affect their constituents. Sitting out the discussion is not a helpful option in such an important and complicated issue.

South Florida Sun-Sentinel – 12/16/07

New lawsuit alleges inequities in property taxes on homes

"If you go back and look at history, there are serious tax inequities between homesteaders and non-homesteaders, and portability is going to create an even larger tax inequity."

~ Palm Beach County Tax Collector Anne Gannon

Orlando Sentinel – 12/16/07

Orlando suburb of Oakland worries that tax cuts will cut into services

The possible cuts could mean a reduction in police presence and an increase in fees for county services, Oakland officials said Thursday.  

"We don't have any fat in our budget," Oakland (Fla.) Town Manager Maureen Rischitelli said. "We're just trying to get along."

Gainesville Sun – 12/19/07

Editorial: A property tax caste system

Florida TaxWatch, an independent fiscal watchdog group that does not depend on property tax dollars, says this of the plan:

"Savings are targeted almost exclusively to homestead property owners, leaving nonhomesteaders and businesses with little protection from property taxes that have spiraled out of control."

The problem is that the existing property tax system already divides Floridians into "winners" and "losers." The winners are longtime Save Our Homes-protected homeowners. The losers are first-time home buyers and commercial property owners who do not benefit from Save Our Homes.

Portability of Save Our Homes may help some of the losers somewhat. But it is also constitutionally suspect and is likely to be struck down by the courts. The other small favors thrown into the referendum really won't amount to much by way of relief.

In short, argues Florida League of Cities President Frank C. Ortis, the referendum "gives relief to those who need it the least, while giving virtually nothing to those who have seen their taxes rise the most." It will "perpetuate and exacerbate the current system that shifts tax burden from homestead to nonhomestead property - which will punish small business owners and first-time home buyers."

This referendum only further cements what already amounts to a property tax caste system. Florida needs honest tax reform, not inequity piled upon inequity.

Bradenton Herald – 12/21/07

School leaders say state tax plan = cuts

"I think people have to put it into perspective for how [the property tax amendment] will affect their community, and for us that means one less elementary school," Manatee County Superintendent Roger Dearing said.
Sarasota County Superintendent Gary Norris said new budget constraints could translate to cutting back programs and services for students.

"Those reductions come in the shape of real cuts in services people expect," he said. "People want lower taxes but quality services. We want to get voters informed about what this is going to mean for them."

School officials estimate the following reductions over five years if the amendment passes: $43 million from Sarasota County public schools and $53 million from Manatee County public schools.

Northwest Florida Daily News – 12/22/07

Property tax reform raised eyebrows

 “At the local level, you have a tremendous demand for services,” Okaloosa County Administrator Jim Curry said recently at a meeting of the influential Taxation and Budget Reform Committee. “Every day, people want you to provide something.”

Charlotte Sun-Herald – 12/27/07

Editorial: Lawmakers and citizens can write a better tax plan

We recommend a "no" vote.

South Florida Sun-Sentinel – 12/28/07

Broward, cities weigh losses if voters OK property tax reform

Broward and its 31 cities would lose $84 million under the section of the Jan. 29 proposal that would double the homestead exemption on all taxes except those for schools. The impact of the other major part of the plan — tax portability — is uncertain, although some estimate the losses to governments in Broward could total more than $150 million the first year.

[Broward] County government would lose $44.3 million in property tax revenue. The city governments most affected would be those with moderate property values and those with only a limited commercial-industrial tax base.

"The best we can do at the moment is educate people and help them understand it will be a big hit to us," Tamarac Mayor Beth Flansbaum-Talabisco said. "Tamarac is not the same as Fort Lauderdale, nor is it the same as Parkland, and you can't take a cookie cutter approach to this."

"The low-hanging fruit to cut taxes is gone, and the next layer of cuts is going to be painful to the community," County Mayor Lois Wexler said.

[Frank] Ortis, the Pembroke Pines' mayor, and Miramar Mayor Lori Moseley said there would be no way to avoid cutting police and emergency services because they comprise more than half their municipal budgets. The Broward Sheriff's Office avoided the same size cuts as other county agencies this year, but Wexler said that won't happen again.

Orlando Sentinel – 12/28/07

Economy should pick up in spring

While acknowledging the need for an overhaul of the tax system, [Sean Snaith, director of UCF's Institute for Economic Competitiveness and author of the quarterly Florida Forecast] argued the latest proposal was both unconstitutional and unfair. Allowing portability of homeowner tax breaks, he said, "would create a privileged class of longtime homeowners" at the expense of new residents and first-time homebuyers.

Florida needs "to re-examine its tax structure from top to bottom and rethink how we manage the state's economy," he wrote, pointing out that the Sunshine State "will be a trillion-dollar economy within five years."

St. Petersburg Times – 12/30/07

Editorial: Property tax measure is wrong for Florida

This state and its residents are facing serious economic challenges in 2008, but the amendment on the Jan. 29 ballot is not the answer.

It provides little help to businesses and owners of second homes or investment properties who need the most relief. Instead of creating a fairer property tax system it adds to the unfairness by allowing Save Our Homes benefits to be taken to a new home. And even with its projected reduced savings, the amendment still would cut funding for education and local government exactly as their revenues will be dropping because of other tax reforms and the slumping economy.

But perhaps the most important reason to reject the amendment may be the easiest one to grasp: It won't solve Florida's real estate problems.

Tampa Tribune – 1/2/08

Unions take on tax cut issue

The [Hillsborough County] school district could take a hit of almost $180 million over five years [if the property tax amendment passes].

“This is a statewide effort," said Josh Anijar, zone coordinator for the Florida AFL-CIO and West Central Florida Federation of Labor. "We calculated it's a $20 a month savings. It won't even come near what you'll have to spend extra to pay for this."

“I don't think that minimal savings is worth the additional risk of our ability to provide public safety in Hillsborough County," said George Sucarichi, president of Hillsborough County Firefighters Local 2294.

"We are going to try to defeat [the property tax amendment]," said Yvonne Lyons, Hillsborough Classroom Teachers Association executive director.

Florida Times-Union – 12/3/07

Editorial: Rocky ride ahead

City Hall would lose $41 million a year as result of the additional homestead exemption, says Cal Ray, the city's deputy director of administration and finance.

Miami Herald – 1/3/07

Op-ed: Property tax amendment falls short

• It requires voters to choose to fund a too-small tax break with scarce public education dollars.

• It greatly exacerbates an already unequal tax system.

• It delivers modest relief at the expense of reform, when we should be striving to deliver real tax relief through true reform.

~ House Minority Leader Rep. Dan Gelber

Daytona Beach News-Journal – 1/3/08

Property tax plan unites foes

The Volusia Council of Governments -- an umbrella group of local government leaders -- and Volusia Tax Reform -- an advocacy group with connections to the real estate industry-- issued a joint statement Wednesday criticizing the amendment, which would expand tax breaks for some property owners.
But both VCOG and Volusia Tax Reform think it would exacerbate an already unfair tax system by shifting more of Florida's property-tax burden to the owners of non-homestead properties like businesses, rentals and second homes.

"It's not a true tax cut," Volusia Tax Reform Executive Director Margie Patchett said. "It's a tax shift."
Treasure Coast Newspapers – 1/4/08

Until Jan. 29 vote, it’s wait-and-see for local governments

Bob Spencer, executive director of financial services for the Collier County School District, said district officials have heard the referendum could impact the district by as much as $5.7 million, but said newspaper reports have said that number could be 25 percent lower, or $4.3 million.

Chet Hunt, who has served as interim Naples city manager, said the city’s finance department estimates the impact of the state referendum to be more than $1 million.

Florida Key Noter – 1-5-08

What approval would mean

“There have been cases of snowbirds paying property taxes 10 times as high as those of permanent residents living nearby,” Michael MacKenzie, spokesman for the Canadian Snowbird Association, said in a statement released in June. The organization seeks tax reform that treats part-time residents fairly, he said.

Florida Times-Union – 1-6-08

Jacksonville leaders: Vote no on property tax amendment

"We want voters to consider the modest amount of money they would receive from the amendment against their expectation for a decent level of service from their local government," said [Jacksonville] mayoral spokeswoman Susie Wiles. "Police and fire costs are 48 percent of our budget, and an 840-square-mile county means there's a lot of potholes to fill, ditches to clean and parks to keep mowed."

Tallahassee Democrat - 1-6-08

Opinion: Amendment fails the fairness test

Locking into our constitution a passive-aggressive revision of our tax structure would be a big mistake, however, and I hope that voters don't go for it. It's less than meets the eye and would have scant effect on correcting the economy.

The average Florida family, predicts the Florida League of Cities, would receive only $240 in savings from the proposal, or less than 67 cents a day. This would cumulatively cut funding for public schools by $3 billion, for example, and local-government services would be pinched to where you noticed and before long, complained.

Bradenton Herald – 1/6/08

Property-tax reform: Who’s for? Against?

"It doesn't really provide meaningful reform for the tax system. It only gives real tax breaks to the homesteaded individuals rather than all individuals," said CART [Anna Maria Island-based Coalition Against Runaway Taxes] president Don Schroder.

"The rest of the amendment doesn't do a whole heckuva lot," [Sean Snaith, director of the University of Central Florida's Institute for Economic Competitiveness] said. "It's not going to fix the housing glut. It's really a minor step that may create more problems than it solves. You might save a little on property tax, but the problem with local governmental services, such as public safety, might cost more than the $250 the average homeowner saves."

The doubled homestead exemptions would mean a $12.5 million cut to Manatee County's revenue, but the county is planning for a $15 million reduction, because of portability and lower property values.

If Amendment 1 passes, the Manatee School District would not be affected by the doubling of the homestead exemption. But because of other provisions in the proposal, officials are projecting a $72 million reduction in funding over five years, including $53 million less to meet class size requirements, according to Assistant Superintendent Tim McGonegal.

"You saw how people responded on higher fees for parks, the Talking Books program and on mass transit cutbacks," [Manatee County Finance Director Jim Seuffert] said, alluding to September budget hearings when a rash of frustrated residents complained to the county commission. "It's going to be many times greater than what we went through last year."

St. Petersburg Times – 1/7/07

Counties pay for relief

Modest tax relief for property owners would pose a significant hit to local governments, a new state forecast shows.

Less than a month before Florida voters consider sweeping changes to the state's property tax system, a new state analysis shows that west-central Florida county governments would collect 8 to 11 percent less money for their main operating budgets in their 2008-09 fiscal year.

Pinellas County faces an 8 percent reduction, or $32.9-million.

"We are talking about some popular programs that will have to be reduced," Pinellas budget manager Jerry Herron said.

Hernando County is projected to lose $6.6-million in revenue, or 11 percent of its operating budget.

Pasco County government would lose $15.9-million - a roughly 10 percent hit, according to the state forecast. That's more than the $12.5-million operating budget for the county's 10,700-acre park system or the county's $10-million library budget. The county has already raised fees for ambulances and to rent park space and limited library hours to deal with the latest cutbacks.

"It's critically important for the voters to understand that if Pasco County is forced to trim another $16-million from the budget, that's going to force us to cut spending and services necessary to the county's quality of life," Pasco County Commission Chairman Ted Schrader said.

