SB 218 & HB 319 
Inmate Medical Expenses


Issue:  Statute requires Counties and Sheriffs to provide medical services to persons who have been charged with a crime, or are being held in county detention facilities.  

This bill would reduce expenditures by Sheriff’s Offices to the Medicaid rate for all inmate medical care, treatment, hospitalization, and transportation.

Current law states that when no contract exists between a county detention facility and a third party provider, that third party may seek reimbursement from the county’s general fund.

Taxpayers end up responsible for paying full fee rates to providers for person who would otherwise receive indigent rates.

In the current climate of increasing healthcare costs, taxpayers should not be left to pay for excessive costs to third party providers.

Last year, the Legislature passed similar language for the Department of Corrections.  

Please extend the same courtesy to Boards of County Commissioners.  

Florida’s taxpayers need your assistance.

