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Lee County Loses Valued Leader
Lee County Commissioner Bob Janes passed away on Wednesday.  
Commissioner Janes had a long and varied career in public service including 
serving in the United States Army, he was appointed the Associate Director 
of the Office of Intergovernmental Relations for the Vice President of the 
United States and also served as Chairman of the Hennepin County Board of 
Commissioners in his hometown of Minneapolis, MN.  As a County 
Commissioner, he served as the 4th Vice President and Chairman of the 
Health and Education Committee of the National Association of Counties. 
  
While representing Sanibel, Captiva, Cape Coral and Pine Island in Lee 
County, Commissioner Janes was an invaluable member and dedicated 
servant to advancing FAC's mission to preserve and protect home rule.  He 
served on many committees and was committed to the environment and 
preserving Florida's precious resources.  His family at FAC will miss him and 
his dedication to counties across our state.  Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to his wife, Lynda, and their three children.  The family has asked that in lieu 
of flowers donations be sent to the Bob Janes Preserve.  A memorial fund for 
Janes has been set up through the Conservation 20/20 Program and 
donations will be used on the 5,620-acre preserve named in his honor. They 
can be sent in care of Cathy Olson, Conservation 20/20 Program, 3410 Palm 
Beach Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33916. Checks should be made out to "Lee 
County Board of County Commissioners." Write Bob Janes Memorial Fund in 
the note section.
 

Recycling a Hot Topic in Senate 
Committee
SB 570 relating to Recycling, by Senator Constantine, was workshopped in 
Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservation.  A strike-all 
amendment was discussed, but withdrawn.  The amendment as drafted 
would have amounted to a significant deregulation of solid waste at both the 
state and local level, and would have been harmful both to the environment 
and local governments.  While intended to encourage construction and 
demolition debris, it would have gone much further than that.  As such, 
committee staff are currently working on a rewrite of the amendment.  The bill 
will be heard again in the committee next week.
 

Elections Equipment Extention 
Moves Through Committee
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On Wednesday, the House Government Affairs Policy Committee heard a 
proposed committee bill that delayed the requirement for counties to 
purchase voter interface devices for Americans with Disabilities under the 
Help America Vote Act.  The current date in statute is 2012, the extension 
would give Supervisors of Elections until 2016 to purchase the new 
equipment and train poll workers on the new technology.  Susan Gill, Citrus 
County Supervisor of Elections, and David Stafford, Escambia County 
Supervisor of Elections, were there in support of the bill.  Gill spoke about the 
debt Supervisors still have from the previous equipment purchase.  Richard 
La Belle, Executive Director of the Family Network on Disabilities, and Doug 
Towne, CEO of the Disability Relations Group, voiced their concerns over the 
existing technology.  These groups do not believe the Automark (paper ballot 
equipment) is best suited for all persons with disabilities.  They are asking 
that the legislature extend the deadline until new technology develops.  The 
American Civil Liberties Union of Florida voiced opposition to the bill stating 
that Florida should not make individuals with disabilities wait any longer for 
acceptable equipment. She also mentioned the Governor's opposition to the 
bill.  The proposed committee bill passed unanimously out of committee.

Dueling Dot.com Bills on the Table 
in House and Senate
SB 156 has been filed by Senator Lynn and HB 335 has been filed by 
Representative Long.  In summary, the proposed legislation attempts to 
clarify the application of the requirement to collect and remit taxes on the full 
amount charged by internet intermediaries for the rental of hotel rooms.  The 
senate version has been referenced to four committees and has not been 
placed on agenda for its first hearing.  The House version has three 
committees of reference and was recently discussed in a workshop by the 
House Finance and Tax Council, however no vote was taken on the matter.  
FAC SUPPORTS this legislation.  Additionally SB 2436 by Sen. Gaetz 
and HB 1241 by Rep. Patronis are bills that have been filed in direct 
opposition to the above bills and the current FAC position in favor of the 
online companies.
 

DCA Sunset Review 
On Thursday, the Government Accountability Council approved PCB GAC 10-
04, which reenacts the Department of Community Affairs as the state land 
planning agency. The bill also reenacts and transfers the Small County 
Technical Assistance Program from the Department of Agriculture to the 
Department of Community Affairs.  Both issues are policy priorities for 
FAC. The bill will now be referred to substantive committees in the House.  
On the Senate side, a shell bill has been filed by Senator Mike Bennett but 
draft language has not been developed.  The Senate Community Affairs 
Committee has policy responsibility for this issue.  

Homelessness Bill Moves to Next 
Committee Stop
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HB 923 by Representative Reed passed favorably out of the House Health 
Care Services Policy Committee this week. The bill creates and revises 
multiple sections of the law relating to homelessness. Of note are the 
provisions that authorize the collection of voluntary contributions to be added 
to motor vehicle registrations and drivers licenses, limit the amount a lead 
agency can spend on administrative costs under a Challenge Grant, and 
replace the existing Emergency Financial Assistance for Housing program 
with a homeless prevention grant program administered by local homeless 
continuums of care to provide emergency financial assistance to families 
facing the loss of their current home due to financial crises.
 

Funding for Trauma Centers Stays 
in Red Light Camera Bill
The Red Light Camera bill was in the House Health Care Regulation Policy 
Committee on Tuesday.  There were amendments filed on the bill that would 
have removed funding for the trauma centers.  Melissa Wandall, widow of 
Mark Wandell, appeared before the committee to advocate for the passage of 
the legislation that included funding for the trauma centers.  She mentioned 
that the night her husband died, there were eight people sent to the trauma 
center, and her husband was sent to the morgue.  Wandall indicated that this 
bill is strictly a public safety measure and is intended to stop people from 
running red lights and save lives.  The amendments were defeated, the 
trauma funding remains in the bill, and the measure moves to the next 
committee stop.
 

Working Waterfront Property 
Assesments
SB 346 has been filed by Senator Dean, SB 1408 has been filed by the 
Senate Finance and Tax committee, HB 0073 has been filed by Rep. 
Robaina, and the House Finance and Tax Council has filed PCB FTC3 (FTC 
10-03).  In summary, the bills, in varying degrees, implement section 4(j), 
Article VII of the State Constitution which provides for the classification of 
designated waterfront property as "working waterfront property". The bill 
specifies that the assessed value of such property be based on current use 
and determines a methodology for calculation purposes.  In the Senate, it is 
not clear as to what bill will prevail, however the major differences involve the 
breadth of scope of what types of property are included in the working 
waterfront definition.  SB 346 defines the classification in a more narrow 
sense and has an estimated impact of @$39 million in the first year of 
implementation.SB 1408, which is a bit more inclusive, has an estimated 
impact of @$44 million in the first year of implementation.  The House 
version will probably mirror the prevalent Senate version and will more than 
likely proposed through the Finance and Tax PCB. FAC SUPPORTS the 
concepts contained within the subject legislative proposals. 

Wind Resistance Improvement 
Measure Passes Senate 
Community Affairs

http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001..._-ZolTCnEXURfHpwmZInvSrQJ6hxM-h4pJ_ZBAHB9Q%3D%3D (3 of 8)3/25/2010 12:26:55 PM

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QX508CkzoY5UT4wDoGPoK072CPzVAUchzEde3qwl4ZpOX8LHDBgfyre4VmLVb9oFnM0nvX-PuH8WzeIkhP1hE7TQL1IT9pQygvcNwrhfjRJKyYlUFU5WXx0bZYjgzn50LtTZnQbXPvWf2Nb8y9eughp2zbbnFi_rsnroFNGm1t7Z05Tm8olwYCymiEoiBKjlUwlwAIQLkGE7TOpIA6FUMzKDzoRdvoBX3oKYZBiB_DSj8gmZDVFjiPgVqiTh5MS4FDmDkni8uSN8lLVEFIrjGqRha1r9LkkS0YgjjAgH33DtLbwZuofvM5mvSeCSI5FZHcM5KFFTn_2wdazuA4o2PUwfEpwM5eQHO7QlxCYrG3H-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QVgO_uVFvvLuS5Q_MrqE08OGOtE4KDWDLPmmlW1NoPXzk_TQxY2O5ONKpCZrAv_qSCEnYcaNXcRUtqYuiRkG_jNPHO40KICOVwCPXD36sL_wGpabtd5Abip9xu0Moi2E2LzXIzfVLzbkEpv_nPLCMJhAwgVrlsdWvQA7aUQDtn4-bLkhs6wM8WtDoKVynr-GFy3aBKBoMOVkYZ8Z3aSC-wDiH_e1jmyIuk2MfUwL_QH8Ajb5ByMQjjeSIvd7mfP2OqdCUyF4zyHc3ETGe573Fokfhk6FyXLR02200LQ9iZXp0__Zflcsr_rX_AnSe34I8vwaSvoIIZleQ2Bo5rcv5-BKxRx0lg0RcScm9tEQ2Woag==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QVNy-XATu-tnPvdoHFbqMnDMpQinnbkoGLTauSMTK67ZKGKkGOGHc3ckpl5eRLURmXB-Ai4xRHbLycafzIW6Y8VsF483YqbXWK1nvmLTxvy97vqDtpAJ8IaFY5XNoTQeTlKuMblO-4LqreHH_-maViwR7Pig1V-ILpa-fRcV0MZ5tx89gSEm-vxD7OuKTjNlwFKt0XvIaifhTy_yWPafJyAPD4nZwL-DtGj-6DyFUpsWuDHicvwseWsvJfhGZXSEo2efDsTnzlfcUyK8ad6YSlz
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QWkS9iG0_SOMT8gwajcndScFT75l98ENlCxfTqnVo_G6uMSxvmwLtHGont71iQPcNUCCNM5IzL-IXUe-l_Z894vTMdPZwi5jJKGac0r8nnlIRxDn2xmh6GKz8ZuDhRpY8tfUr7tPV3t9HmDQUQrN64cIYCEWBRJn1j3JhiCVcZ8Me_vywSJ_R_Bpk-_k3p01W2_QPol0eAFg7diXId-egEzsfuudK3paWx2Rxjz-XfwG-b6X98r22PLY3e79ye-soyYcpYsCG-t_685IrkV2NiOdre6w7QpJBkLIs09HIHRu-2R0RDbqWLEqWTnY1vWejNA-op7d6gA3Vhlj2y56Wg7L9ASn6_usSsOQ-NBGptfWdgDzRFMsyFaj2FQEpdbSVMIAlbVL7d_z_56mWCgUM2YL99eZFhYt6WQ0mCIejnFdyD5IexvlneQyvgNxP0z7Q6kHLtd1c7790zqgRPwY4kI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QWN_E68YIpico2nvq4DSnC-CRFtW3CZWMhaCCbaTodkDX28pA6uiHeYoNAHjaaHB5on2Tm0q1hOe2L49t67VOc3kzvt3GQNbkzJq20rsuAz4i4Ll38kmlIsCCAgifShkAnZKdkCuCGIn2lE5L_TVgHS-VMnajsIo2VkrxPYpUI6-3eM2p5R_ZbdeW7W5eejHUah5iN4AmSiqeoiw_OH-958vntr8Ei9qrfWh8sepdKbqku-yBlVj66SFK4p4fi0xZSglp5uK4yRXF7WZvGQBlZv3fuXFqaI7oPW6t_KUkH7PaeLepk7celI80iYvq29lG3L5bShAGsBxj03aRnSJndeH33ulzXIK4D4lj8ocrW1Qxzb3qoE9RYdMyeEnQZJK33bv9DllAM5l-fYDESi2sKEashILXAziO64pciOSYAmqO7E10iy5eICXESTUBDMao3qlpNqJqN_vibNZL6nZNQyNzDnQm4fVA4=
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101586139480
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QXkM6Mp7ATQKRAf7lnAxazr2yYOGEcp28k9eqUvWnv1d2hv9XQK4V7PlkJAag2N4iakT1I-Q9DGhV9Frb8OF_dRJBIp8mrj1XNeZw6oaQUHSAoXV62q-ZTv
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QWhZ3PdpxqBPRxq6E_KKKgEvvuxlr9XLPzp1ys67MIXoR6y9QvbZ91Cx3Sat2dSh1ImWws1ttfOWic0_OdmgSebd_W3P8zzRtLOF98MKMC_wBeQcRG4QwBPrwTq4AjYzkzTpINUMMTz3No4pCTiSAzlzTFKRdSWW7tmMwfXeu_ai4fVEiZHNaOoeC2BUPCuoD9DJWLgHM7ksTV9cmJ8ehY7
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QWQHHD6LCVoAZXBUjtpaay7EhtCu5HYSItUL4OX-cgsZ50sLlq0X66jamIrtOfL60zupUEsKnERGFw1d6oqS2Eng43TIwctfRS_35bbmH74lVPzaTpyCkvRcbaSku4wRcfck6dVoGUz8w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QV6aLiHdvZHzX_ILTIwaVz2V0gm104fsvgAXLNu0MSPrDNdsHgH-FYvVfTAC_QWhp0u5M-wpwFoegPHmMFJ9jwNQ-nPqQyTqCbFwjyhAKps1yhF9jEkuFfTlWEyTaL6Ik6-C2JAVi51tyOzy1JuZObXNkhl9EkBA3y_4JqMFGpWwvkXGfEFG5zlWG8_2hQJ5jtl0Haqu9e758zjiFO6jAOFj8kaWfeGefJckqUDJ1Fd5Rj0B9P6VDizOnIwHQh6kIQIT4yR2tTo0N-x9ZTT1mh7UYV5NO_vc4mwy3s0xOkbwuN79EWXm-nHbZWI1N9S6ssB8a8pTjBNLfJOC1Mcd1Pi8BUd8tYn_vSP_T2-zLiIC51HTBFMRRu1QrCgfRClV-rY-YxELJYtwt5UNw5YC0--5k1r5nDs0ukD_S410s0ubEikAFXuZBMLowkmvuMg6cnA_pYHSa-UhotjGtsHaBKv
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QXJuei9bt0BpEHujV_V1WMJ9EUVOCTT2rZ8KBQL3jVuy1mwinjdvOqp0eMhMb1AuvDAf-9B-7tqPkDlJT0sFKFl-Y5w4CDUg4H2FP2gBMZcHijOOfXVK_8D0R1vq0wwni_d0N3YIkVeSKFyG15qJezPUvdnCBJJY_5CGF8f10iri4cnxzQOVNMYC4CB7PtlNsGZYToKtCEAkqv4MY0SwXlkwYY7yU2U2DV7-njjYIwFS8rB14uxrGzGFxIufMfyKUYynf_dzZrKVLGoTgM70wybqFv01Eg5QdInepBr_w_YDH2a61K6o6n-WpAtr-eVoVPCQEuz7GiYkKeRkOnDA_9yikKQD33rNMEC-4ehpvNafQflsIqitRnD3o1snS_KijDA_8IRyDXecZIlxa0hpPMPdk_lTJpi5992rWin0uRmrYxCsfWgeGfm-Qbhsve_ASCct8DrKp048TXtXHibcj3D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QWRHtTpYZuThLOCEGRoMc_wXf9h8CjE7YwvXfbr3EM4cbTVJnS1RtfCBNK6UJB6aBdlpfKG1F2GtdO6qmDX8SlOR6nNGj5vfP6o_hVAHWMWKPdI2Er_d-SnYxl5pmcJ2Skjju-EOcAKQpR-i1xhMuygsVezWtTxi63ZDr16sLP1EqYaoMsn2D5LZt_aMuAECBf1tI-CzSAyg7z4Ab8dd6_FI3vW-7LiZIHfBt0q_A_t5pOWS7vqLX9n3q76Flmy5S9Zy-TH0kevirKKMe8z4K0i
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QXitZLFDUtpRsqJfzVGoFiK4ue55GEFRcG3Iz2u2U6iB1QwgjGeptly9lIQ16x7lgWAkQka46tMFncR5cv8kFvPaGgXFlq_EKnUYeT3mWOqQfBfHAOTx8hhQXTesKRYiw7oNSmrO8mRjJHQjcmHcRluBL0Sfkt7COefpYTsNmBF1BfvwMkAcsrELN6z1G_J1F6Pekyya0zMoS5xJsMaKxOdcr8wmczzoayPtfRXB3IyQBoKW5-cua6uZ0J69_WVdDb3f24to_3OkyV6uwXA7F1m
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QVUhKAJ0Ym2oJNoTmuBdN0ZiCBkVhgqPpBaguFmFNZwo5q5aEidePiooJdRzoTUwiwo_ydsmIq1_p4tEPaxDfVgNEHjoD0kmKpv6SazLLhvmpyM1k7HWLm4ystB3tTS7ueOV4WPv7NmYa1I8AUIVUR2Zt3_3q4cEJafspxXJdwFS0OsNBRwxlhFtZ75RnXJPNvWxrfgyxzwFcTe7Fgh1V1_qV4rf9jxar67_H1jw2Z6B7QvJEowQdA7b_P7A8r018mzwL2Ywxb5rjmohkl-nvCqq8R8Tv96gHhyj3S43x6ZCGDTVoASvdYby6HzyL4FsbMRwof0i4NjORw5oCeAZfbcPEzkftgDqJS0TQFPbOMjlPUqly6BFQqGPK3cCEXUD0bW--JT0SAE-TJu44dBfXpKzrsIJb6qek-JNMpS92i7drU_dv0iii62tz43T5l7NxM07vGKMnhFeTqzfKqm21ii
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QWUhDCXsLdQg45aYfJqBPsI1A5BKq6d89Ea5QNpNt_nSicGVI503CxKHev3mJ8c-a3ROOeA1iqzyC6mTc9Gez1p3O9GJm0F4giTXMBmOy_Va7rbBUv-c8DJGZWrRCjBSACBAplQ03cCBbSgF5Ph3GhUb-atUS45PGP_WrmrKN4s3RuxuJU3_L_CaFWFipbyvalF3cKL7kDEDgsKapBLth30ba1pTpnJU35_FvcH0-4OLR18nPmHv_3IzDkO5mV746XNuPOB4wh_HgxgD3UwzlanlibfbD94yStLexQ7W5fbl_TXrVEW6fvYckcqfDgF5BvvhXxInpsHE4PQK1mynHWV4JhDA-1hapfNMQFPpxj94Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QWUhDCXsLdQg45aYfJqBPsI1A5BKq6d89Ea5QNpNt_nSicGVI503CxKHev3mJ8c-a3ROOeA1iqzyC6mTc9Gez1p3O9GJm0F4giTXMBmOy_Va7rbBUv-c8DJGZWrRCjBSACBAplQ03cCBbSgF5Ph3GhUb-atUS45PGP_WrmrKN4s3RuxuJU3_L_CaFWFipbyvalF3cKL7kDEDgsKapBLth30ba1pTpnJU35_FvcH0-4OLR18nPmHv_3IzDkO5mV746XNuPOB4wh_HgxgD3UwzlanlibfbD94yStLexQ7W5fbl_TXrVEW6fvYckcqfDgF5BvvhXxInpsHE4PQK1mynHWV4JhDA-1hapfNMQFPpxj94Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QWRHtTpYZuThLOCEGRoMc_wXf9h8CjE7YwvXfbr3EM4cbTVJnS1RtfCBNK6UJB6aBdlpfKG1F2GtdO6qmDX8SlOR6nNGj5vfP6o_hVAHWMWKPdI2Er_d-SnYxl5pmcJ2Skjju-EOcAKQpR-i1xhMuygsVezWtTxi63ZDr16sLP1EqYaoMsn2D5LZt_aMuAECBf1tI-CzSAyg7z4Ab8dd6_FI3vW-7LiZIHfBt0q_A_t5pOWS7vqLX9n3q76Flmy5S9Zy-TH0kevirKKMe8z4K0i
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QXitZLFDUtpRsqJfzVGoFiK4ue55GEFRcG3Iz2u2U6iB1QwgjGeptly9lIQ16x7lgWAkQka46tMFncR5cv8kFvPaGgXFlq_EKnUYeT3mWOqQfBfHAOTx8hhQXTesKRYiw7oNSmrO8mRjJHQjcmHcRluBL0Sfkt7COefpYTsNmBF1BfvwMkAcsrELN6z1G_J1F6Pekyya0zMoS5xJsMaKxOdcr8wmczzoayPtfRXB3IyQBoKW5-cua6uZ0J69_WVdDb3f24to_3OkyV6uwXA7F1m
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QWUhDCXsLdQg45aYfJqBPsI1A5BKq6d89Ea5QNpNt_nSicGVI503CxKHev3mJ8c-a3ROOeA1iqzyC6mTc9Gez1p3O9GJm0F4giTXMBmOy_Va7rbBUv-c8DJGZWrRCjBSACBAplQ03cCBbSgF5Ph3GhUb-atUS45PGP_WrmrKN4s3RuxuJU3_L_CaFWFipbyvalF3cKL7kDEDgsKapBLth30ba1pTpnJU35_FvcH0-4OLR18nPmHv_3IzDkO5mV746XNuPOB4wh_HgxgD3UwzlanlibfbD94yStLexQ7W5fbl_TXrVEW6fvYckcqfDgF5BvvhXxInpsHE4PQK1mynHWV4JhDA-1hapfNMQFPpxj94Q==


FAC Legislative Bulletin - Week 2

  
 

 

SB 1410 has been filed by the Senate Finance and Tax committee.  In 
summary, the bill implements section 4(i), Article VII of the State Constitution 
which prohibits a property appraiser from considering changes or 
improvements made for the purpose of improving the property's resistance to 
wind damage in determining the assessed value of the residential property.  
The bill applies to new and existing construction, however only improvements 
that exceed the existing Florida Building Code may be exempted on new 
construction.  The bill was passed favorably out of the Senate Community 
Affairs committee and will now be heard in the Finance and Tax committee. 
FAC SUPPORTS the concepts contained within the subject 
legislative proposal.  HB 151 by Rep. Frishe and SB 1164 by Sen. 
Fasano are similar bills that have been filed. 

Residential Property Assessments 
- Energy Efficiency Improvements
SB 1410 has been filed by the Senate Finance and Tax committee.  In 
summary, the bill implements section 4(i), Article VII of the State Constitution 
which prohibits a property appraiser from considering the installation and 
operation of a "renewable energy source device" in determining the assessed 
value of residential property.  The bill applies to new and existing construction 
and defines a specific list of ""renewable energy source device".  The bill was 
passed favorably out of the Senate Community Affairs committee and will 
now be heard in the Finance and Tax committee. FAC SUPPORTS the 
concepts contained within the subject legislative proposal.  
HB 151 by Rep. Frishe and SB 1164 by Sen. Fasano are similar bills that 
have been filed.
 

Senate Introduces Medicaid 
Reform Bill
The Senate Health and Human Services Appropriations Committee revealed 
today SB 1484 will serve as the Medicaid Reform expansion bill. The 
legislation directs AHCA to seek an extension of the Section 1115 Waiver 
and expand the pilot to counties with 2 or more managed care plans and then 
to additional counties as plan capacity develops. Other provisions of the 
proposed bill are outlined below: 

●     Authorizes AHCA to expand the waiver to counties with 2 or more 
managed care plans with the capacity to accept all Medicaid 
patients and to additional counties as plan capacity develops 

●     Requires AHCA to fine any managed care plan which discriminates 
against a Medicaid recipient based on health status 

●     Requires managed care entities wishing to contract with AHCA to 
post a surety bond which will be used to pay the state a guaranteed 
level of savings in the event the managed care entity terminates its 
contract with the state 

●     Directs AHCA to extend the Medicaid reform waiver until June 30, 
2014 and to preserve the low-income pool funding mechanism 

●     Revises requirements for choice counseling in reform counties 
●     Revises enrollment requirements in managed care plans for children 

in the child welfare system in Broward County 
●     Adds "plan performance as designated by the agency" as a criteria 

to be used by the agency in determining mandatory assignment for 
Medicaid patients who fail to select a managed care plan
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The counties eligible for expansion are: Miami-Dade, Orange, 
Hillsborough, Pinellas, Brevard, Citrus, Hernando, Jefferson, Lake, Madison, 
Manatee, Osceola, Pasco, Polk, Seminole and Wakulla.  
 
Gadsden, Liberty and Palm Beach counties qualify by having at least two 
managed-care plans but the plans could absorb only a portion of Medicaid 
enrollees. 
  
SB 1484 is currently a shell bill, members will be updated as soon as 
language is available.
 

Legislators Looking at Defining 
First Time Homebuyers
SB 1254 has been filed by Senator Fasano and HB 655 has been filed by 
Representative Domino.  In summary, the bill proposes an amendment to the 
State Constitution to provide additional exemptions to first time homebuyers 
and reduce the cap on the increase of annual assessments on non-
homestead property from 10% to 5%.  The senate version has five 
committees of reference and the House version has three committees of 
reference.  NOTE: This legislation was passed last session and is already on 
referendum for the Fall 2010 statewide elections.  The bill is being 
reintroduced to broaden the definition of a "first-time homebuyer".    FAC 
SUPPORTS the concepts contained within the subject 
legislative proposal in an attempt to have the cap number 
analyzed in depth and potentially re-addressed.
 

Senate Favors Local Government 
Accountability
SB 690 has been filed by Senator Dean.  In summary, the bill proposes to 
increase the level of detail that constitutional officers must include in annual 
budget submissions, requires internet posting of county budgets, and it 
changes the time period for the completion of the annual audit and the annual 
financial report. The bill has been passed favorably by three committees to 
date and has two committees of reference remaining.  FAC SUPPORTS 
this legislation.  However, there is currently no House 
companion legislation.   
 

E-911 Fees See Progress in Senate
SB 1202 has been filed by Senator Bennett and HB 163 has been filed by 
Representative Gibbons.  In summary, the bill proposes to implement the 
collection of a previously established fee for E-911 purposes on the sale of 
prepaid wireless calling cards.  The bill proposes to collect the fee at the point 
of sale of the actual calling cards.  The senate version was passed favorably 
by the Commerce committee and has five remaining committees of 
reference.  FAC SUPPORTS this legislation.   
 

http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001..._-ZolTCnEXURfHpwmZInvSrQJ6hxM-h4pJ_ZBAHB9Q%3D%3D (5 of 8)3/25/2010 12:26:55 PM

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QXGFZT4vLYjv5saJdwYsQR4ivvSKqTyK7yEDOU5YydFsIPcVRaQiGswquoMOHXzLMwXPeFTBNHwIjgnPIReqmW4Ze3uyYsvW1Um6dWvfIMwShj1vLlChZCUJZPDUF4nQGJaBZi9URZhhmqzhZkoxzoNZWxYnh2_8OUR6HE7VnG12SEotmrHMwmZqMZYs5eDcMJNvjH5-132GJ9wmPiFpzSJLP5Ou0A5lJBbccAAIzATszfGd75-o_zswDpxsKgeLT4BJvmKKK-CcaJhstJFhWNg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QWq97_LwYdwf8Q6rERGlEscydxzkLcZpqmX2UDaMRRmvpLaQIxNcFAo26IdXGZalQW4xiw2Z3Dxmz9ggm8nPnUGTFUZoELqGU8FgDTuCXFceJ-tiBxccaaiW_qEj0VE7PbJF6tbv9VixDln_94Ol00QTZl5LZ6vFSnW_xkoh-iNf-0obGOlYF9CGns4T8lWCxamTpXBthqO7KyyGmIdHB3MZ3zB72L88a71wYu-49mnOAzfdHJZEpGyfhTxGfDyYkP1aYH1XjKZF5FdSFW-oYbw
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QXbmS36vrGEjKFtzIUzOYRN0XQqMfX5xLCHwXQBSuYK9vl6E36tLHkvsEYSh6hi9E1f5dbwje9tbKQseEquqkGIBTzu11flOI-bOW7aFlH4g3NilJ5d8mVmn3fENUXG0xKN4ZH3dgQy7bS3AXxAU8bbFCIl48SEDlU8eQCmOIUSQ1thbu9qHWsqoUpPXJC8pFQ9A81doFXzcTKwS5PvTYEt6xQAtAWmPi00GdqhZ28KeXhy4Z1olX4mbijN05XlgHpNov8gHRr5HG8Ln2mXa8Pozc8BSrCcsMLB1Nh_GOrqBXfDS_Jhx8H6PVpfHDl_ETlZMgxjajLRMxddisiFxSPpwGST8285yuUmtTOlh2GmDVvjLTjIx846gm-k4jfLnYQnl88K9YUXZi7sxA6Q729lEC2e6xHV-tmm29BKPInv2h9hCT4yBBBqQ86ZlwKOafnz053aqp2uxO4Zk9G7MaTJ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QX1gnMUO4U9CillUy8XQx8SnxpzkpuXucdIFYreYNXKD294PAtLvO_tAq_EIGLK7mfTBylf52RQC44IvO79o74S9jLFagpnMl5I5gYdPoQ8YKdal6EAHlWqCsZ03aWrIGQVro5xEkLkju5wVwni5fo2bIxcgjOZ8oYpwOvoDKiYqM81SGh5RV8ShnTx4XGK7-OIqQ53rCPBzmCXN5YRhStUaEXpUtTWFY6R0OKHmx0gMFgS1mPWsNMAwjBEsNH80ZrC-Q0qdEpB0F43P02fOjew
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QVumLVz-nsZEBigUhXvYxPQLVUKi3I_pnX6cpeC6o-OaoBfsQN7vyOulk7wlhyZJc3g1jNreb9HtNsZnQs2wH0E3igHX1pCRwuSAnZrsRrvoQojnoPtlHVeC9z_3wsTQk7fovvSFhVqQFcL73Vg2EYKB099N9v4Wzpj7iyF2ibHgxhKvAL8OvZ5mN6DRPrnWy-ISTvXOMkRNImLFM6RTsWuJEPvTNYFHN833X6cS7VgG7_OPT4Xbil7pKQoZYtBGrXyfek-_6ZIn51EO6-lf6Y_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103099696859&s=3634&e=001zG64jqt13QUMqYRdi1R41SSGsG6D8HhApV6iHKkiWixKxVtIphhckZSvPGePsmYlTRfYJP02DiXmcKv4ulHDUIHH86gCTAaz1mqaJcz5Ssg4CctMa6GvFQ4UcPrSElMKNEB17g1OLuJrcSe2kRFOgSNMS7ebHBo8f-YQ3fNTJz6b2fbV-FJjamlAXT2rb9-LNUg-o4XwAUNkYB6osjJKhu_uVVVqDVDpYxB8aXVNU48z52ubbQaPq7W8wa0PILGapnZ4jlnCAMD4mGU7QtMIQjEgBbQTkVoWV-nCnig1VNBE7UUhEV1hvOg6-_R7ryl4XcJd_WFWOdXCcfH3YYYCf5l2L2slERnDmYSU18bl28kaRt8477PnZGD-D8dCmcQdCDvd4VK2kV2BD0GbNvkMd3I9gvDsZ3fzJYN7LQe7gIzupNmxcMgQWknuh3uIi-Cyz0m2mvEd0HyIoTNnmDWZ6G3jhAT9-_P3


FAC Legislative Bulletin - Week 2

Appropriations Begin
Both the Senate and the House appropriation committees have received their 
projected allocations (revenue) from the Senate President and Speaker 
respectively.  All appropriations committees are beginning to finalize their 
recommended appropriations, as well as proviso and conforming language. 
 

House Actions in Growth 
Management
The House Military and Local Affairs Committee approved 2 Proposed 
Committee Bills (PCBs) this week. The first bill, MLA-06, was drafted in 
response to a pending court case challenging last year's growth management 
bill (SB 360). As drafted, MLA-06 would allow any local government permit 
that received an automatic 2-year extension, as provided for under SB 360, 
to remain in effect until the court invalidates SB 360. Similarly, the PCB would 
also ensure that any  dense urban land area county that elects to amend its 
comprehensive plan to create a Transportation Concurrency Exception Area 
(TCEA), such action would be valid irrespective of the court's decision. 
  
The committee also approved MLA-07 which addresses the interface 
between local government land use actions and military base encroachment 
concerns.  Specifically, the bill is intended to clarify and strengthen legislation 
passed in 2004 requiring local governments to amend their future land use 
elements to address the compatibility of future uses on lands adjacent or 
closely proximate to military installations. Local governments were directed to 
amend their plans by June 30, 2006. This date was later changed to June 30, 
2012. The bill replaces general definitions in law regarding "affected local 
governments" as a municipality "adjacent to or in close proximity to... a 
military installation" by identifying specific installations and local governments 
that are required to disclose certain information to improve communication 
between the bases and the local governments.  It also includes a mandatory 
mediation process for any local government that fails to meet the June 30, 
2012 compliance deadline and allows sanctions against the local government 
by the Administration Commission for failure to include criteria into its 
comprehensive plan by December 31, 2013.

Senate Meets on Inland Waters
The Senate Select Committee on Inland Waters met this week to present its 
report after concluding a series of meetings around the state.  The report, 
among other things, recommends that cities and counties create regional 
maintenance entities (RMEs), the functional equivalent of "septic tank 
utilities", to manage the inspection and maintenance of onsite wastewater 
treatment systems.  The concepts contained in the report will be 
workshopped in Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservation. 

Ag Preemption
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SB 2074 by Senator Peaden passed Senate Agriculture this week, and PCB-
10-08 passed the House Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy 
Committee this week.  The bills contain compromise language that FAC staff 
negotiated with agriculture representatives last year.  The language is still of 
some concern, but is the closest to consensus the parties were able to reach 
last year.  The stormwater language contained in the bill is still being 
discussed by the Florida Stormwater Association and agriculture 
representatives. 

Yard Trash on Hold in Senate, 
Moves in House
SB 1052 by Senator Gaetz was temporarily postponed by the Senate 
Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee this week, since it 
was being discussed as a component of the overall recycling effort.  HB 569 
by Representative Poppell passed the House Miliary and Local Affairs Policy 
Committee.  The bills lift the current ban that prevents yard trash from being 
disposed of in Class I landfills, as long as the facility engages in gasification.  
Proponents of the bill argue that this change will help gasification landfills 
produce renewable energy.  Opponents have expressed concerns that there 
are more environmentally friendly ways to deal with yard trash.  Additionally, 
some counties have waste to energy facilities and may prefer that yard trash 
go to those facilities.  While lifting the ban would only make the acceptance of 
yard trash voluntary, not all Class I landfills are owned by counties, so private 
facilities would be able to make a determination relating to the acceptance of 
yard trash that might conflict with the county's preference. 

House Proposes Committee Bills 
on Water
PCBS ANR-10-09 and ANR-10-10 were workshopped in the House 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Committee this week.  The bills 
relate to demand management and water conservation, respectively.  There 
will be a stakeholder meeting on Tuesday, March 16 at 8 am in 306 HOB for 
those of you who are in Tallahassee.

House Looks at Rewriting Water 
Resources Statutes
HB 1109 by Representative Williams is up in the House Military and Local 
Affairs Policy Committee next week.  The bill is intended to be a technical 
rewrite of Chapter 373, adding a new part VII to the statute and reorganizing 
all of the water supply provisions into this new part.  This bill has been filed 
several years in a row.  Each year, substantive amendments are added to the 
bill and it becomes controversial.  This year, Representative Williams has 
committed to keep the bill clean and not allow any substantive amendments. 

Mining Bill Passes in First 
Committee Stop
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HB 617 by Representative Bembry passed the House Military and Local 
Affairs Committee this week.  The bill relates primarily to state regulatory 
issues associated with aggregate mining permits.  Some counties expressed 
concerns initially, but the bill was amended to address those concerns.  The 
companion, SB 1338 by Senator Dean, has not been heard yet.  Senate 
Environmental Preservation and Conservation is its first committee of 
reference. 
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