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MISSION

To strengthen the scientific basis of public 

policy and societal decision making for 

economic development and sustainability of our 

oceans and coastal ecosystems



VISION

An organization that focuses on a suite of 

problems in the marine environment where better 

integration of natural and social sciences and 

improved communication with decision-makers 

and stakeholder groups can lead to influential 

policy assessments



Honest Brokers

ÅProactive engagement

ÅGetting the questions 
right

ÅExpanding the menu of 
policy options

ÅCredible assessments of 
risks and opportunities



Considerationsé

ÅEcological risks associated with exploration 
and development of oil and gas resources

ÅSpecific vulnerabilities on the West Florida 
Shelf and associated coastal communities 

ÅEconomic risks associated with the above



Considerations continuedé

ÅEconomic benefits: Jobs and 
Infrastructure Investments

ÅEconomic benefits: state budget revenues 

ÅEconomic benefits: consumer prices

ÅSecurity benefits: energy independence


