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FAC Update #2: May 19, 2010

Today is Day 29 of the Deep Water Horizon Spill and people across the state are committed to preserving Florida’s tourism and ensure the safety of our environment.

This is the 2nd weekly update from FAC regarding the spill and important information for counties.  Any new information that has been added this week is denoted with an asterisk (*) for easy skimming. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact a member of the FAC team at (850) 922-4300.

The below information and additional information can be found on a here.

Priority items for counties to note:
*Economic Recovery Task Force: If you are interested in serving as FAC’s representative on the Governor’s Economic Recovery Task Force please submit your name IMMEDIATELY to John Wayne Smith.  More information is below.

*County Resource Page:  DEP has created a page dedicated to information on the oil spill that is of interest to counties.  To visit the page, click here.

Mark your calendar! Conference Calls:
EOC: Daily calls at 4:30pm EST for counties (Call in information below)
FAC: Call on Wed, May 19 at 2:00p.m EST for counties (Log/Call in information below)

Oil Landfall:
*Oil impact is not expected across the Florida coastline within the next 72 hours. The oil spill is 85 miles southwest of Pensacola, 135 miles from Port St. Joe, 185 miles from St. Petersburg, and very near the loop current, if not already in it.

There are no impacts in Florida at this time due to the Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill. 

Response Entities: 
*Unified Command: Is a joint command established by the U.S. Coast Guard and BP.  There are currently two command centers operating for Florida’s counties: Mobile Command and St. Petersburg Command.  

*BP: As the responsible party BP is responsible for taking all reasonable actions to protect Florida’s shores from any oil as well as any clean up should oil breech our shorelines. BP has a signed remediation plan as a part of their commitment to clean up and take responsibility for this spill.  A copy of that plan can be found by clicking here.

US Coast Guard: The US Coast Guard is in the governmental entity that is in charge of the response and is working with BP to ensure the protection of the shores from oil.  

Florida State Emergency Response Team & Florida Department of Environmental Protection:  This team is running the state response and can help coordinate with counties any needed response items, booming plans or funding requirements.

Boom Plans: 
BP & the Coast Guard are using each county’s Area Contingency Plan (ACP) to develop boom plans however some counties have found that additional plans may be needed to protect the environmentally sensitive information in their area.  However, counties may submit their own plans for approval through the State Emergency Operations Center (EOC).  

Placement of boom is based on tides and where the oil is threatening, as well as direction given in each region’s area contingency plan. 
· To view the Coast Guard Mobile Area Contingency Plan visit: http://ocean.floridamarine.org/ACP/MOBACP/StartHere.html. 
· To view the Coast Guard St. Petersburg Area Contingency Plan visit: http://research.myfwc.com/features/view_article.asp?id=3482 

*DEP has posted information to their new county resource page that includes detail information on getting a local area plan developed and approved for funding through DEP.  To view that fact sheet, click here.

Funding:
*Tourism: This week the Governor and BP announced that BP had committed an additional $25 million to the state of Florida to be spent on marketing the state and encouraging tourists to visit Florida.

Government: BP is responsible for paying for the prevention and clean up due to the spill.  As a part of this responsibility, BP will be laying out booms and preventative measures according to the accepted Contingency Plan along with cleaning up any oil that comes ashore.  In addition, BP has to date committed $25 million to the state of Florida and Florida’s counties to spend to prepare and respond to any oil that may come on shore.  Approval and reimbursement for costs should be submitted to the EOC through the Constellation programming. While all reasonable costs incurred as a result of this incident will be reimbursed, DEP has determined that the hard costs directly associated with protecting natural resources will receive a higher priority.

Based on the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, in this incident, BP is the responsible party and will therefore be responsible for these estimated costs. Click here for a spreadsheet that is a summary of the 30-day estimated costs for reporting counties as of 5/12/2010, which include personnel, equipment and materials related to local preparedness and response efforts. These figures are only a rough estimation.

Businesses:  BP has established a claims number for businesses to submit any losses that they have incurred due to the spill.  Please contact (800)440-0858 for more information.

Economic Loss:  A survey has been created by the state to assess the economic loss to communities due to the spill.  Click here to access and take the survey. Please feel free to distribute this link to your local businesses.

County Outreach:
DEP and the EOC have begun holding conference calls with individual counties to address their specific concerns and questions regarding boom plans, funding and general response.  Calls this week were held with Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Franklin and Gulf counties.

Major State Actions this Week:
*Economic Recovery Task Force: On May 11, 2010, Governor Crist issued Executive Order 10-101 establishing the Gulf Oil Spill Economic Recovery Task Force.  The Task Force has been created to facilitate efforts by Florida businesses and industries in recovering from the loss of business and revenues due to the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. Membership of the task force shall reflect a broad spectrum of interested parties and includes a representative of the Florida Association of Counties .

As such, FAC President Commissioner Rodney Long has requested that FAC staff solicit from the membership those interested in serving on the above task force. Interested individuals should have experience in economic recovery, and more than likely, preference will be given to a member from an affected coastal county. Responsibilities of the task force as outlined in the Executive Order include:

a.       Coordinate state agencies’ efforts to assist affected businesses and industries
b.      Monitor BP’s efforts in providing financial relief to impacted businesses and industries, including but not limited to its claim processes
c.       Coordinate processes and efforts to gather economic loss data and industry economic indicators
d.      Ensure through a marketing plan, that the vitality of the business and tourism industries continue to prosper
e.      Develop a website to disseminate information and to communicate with businesses and industries  

FAC will forward recommendations for the Florida Association of Counties representative to the Governor’s Office. Should you be interested, please send a reply email to hdigiacomo@fl-counties.com immediately.  Appointments are currently being discussed and the Governor has asked that the task force start its work as soon as possible.

*$25 Million from BP:  BP and the Governor announced an additional commitment of $25 to the state of Florida for marketing that Florida is open for business.  For more information, click here.
*FWC Holds Emergency Meeting: FAC staff attended an emergency FWC meeting today.  The purpose of the meeting was educate the public on FWC's efforts to date, and to inform the public in Florida and out of state that Florida is open for business - our beaches have not been impacted, and our waters are open for fishing.

*NOAA Expands Fishing Bans:  Federal officials doubled the closure of fishing areas in the Gulf of Mexico today amid fears that oil from BP's leaking well could enter the gulf's powerful loop current, sending it into the Florida Straits and into the Atlantic Ocean. More
Volunteering
*Volunteer Florida is coordinating volunteers for the Deep Water Horizon Response.  However, due to the contaminated nature of the tar special steps will have to be taken to ensure the safety of volunteers.  Therefore, volunteers will be classified in three main categories:

1. Paraprofessionals – These are paid professional contractors who will be brought in from other areas, and who are already trained in hazardous waste and oil cleanup.  They will supervise the cleanup;
1. Qualified Community Responders – These are local individuals who will be trained by BP and paid as temporary employees.  They will be doing the actual cleanup work under the supervision of paraprofessionals;
1. True Volunteers – these are unpaid workers, who will not be allowed to touch oil contaminated materials.  These individuals will provide support.  Activities might include driving, handing out gear, food, or water, and data reporting.

While many citizens would like to get some training and jumping in to get their hands dirty and help with the actual cleanup, but that is not likely going to be a safe option for them.  Volunteer Florida envisions a very limited role for true volunteers.  While 10,000 volunteers have already signed up to help it is not likely they will all be utilized.  Because the spill is not as imminent in the panhandle, BP has focused its efforts away from training, and may not be taking “spontaneous registrations” anymore, instead focusing on training the individuals they already have in the queue.  This is subject to change depending on what happens with the direction of the spill.  Right now, they think it might hit the loop current and cause more of an impact in South Florida and on the East Coast, so that the panhandle would be bypassed entirely.  This is all off-the-cuff speculation, of course.  
Here is an example of how volunteers may be utilized and coordinated: 
If a spill site required 500 personnel, they would bring in around 50 – 75 paraprofessionals to lead the cleanup.  The 500 qualified community responders would actually conduct the cleanup work.  Those folks would be supported by true volunteers.  The true volunteers would be doing purely support work and would not come in contact with any contaminated materials.
Volunteer Florida is meeting with BP to discuss volunteer and training issues.  They have asked BP to help them create a one-pager FAQ sheet that will explain volunteering and training better, so that they can disseminate this information and get people better educated about the role of volunteers.

For more information visit www.volunteerflorida.org

Communications with Counties:
EOC:  The state EOC hosts calls with counties every day at 4:30 p.m. EST the call in number is: 1-888-808-6959 Passcode: 77775555

FAC: FAC will host weekly webinars with counties at 2:00pm EST Wednesday.  Click here for the web link and the call in number is: 1-888-808-6959 Conference Code: 7645102

FAC Actions this week:
*To better coordinate FAC’s assistance with state coordinators FAC has met on multiple occasions with DEP Secretary Michael Sole and EOC Director David Halstead.  FAC staff has also met with representatives from the Governor’s Office, Office of Tourism Trade and Development, Visit Florida, Attorney General’s Office, Fish and Wildlife Commission and Volunteer Florida.  In addition, FAC is now participating on regularly scheduled calls with the White House to track any federal information pertaining to the spill.

FAC response team:
FAC has an assembled a team in the office to assist you with any questions you may have regarding the Deep Water Horizon Response.  Please contact any of the following for additional information or questions:
FAC Executive Committee Representative: Bill Williams (Gulf County)
FAC Executive Director: Chris Holley
FAC Emergency Response Advocate: Eric Poole
FAC General Counsel: Ginger Delegal
FAC Legislative Director: John Wayne Smith
FAC Communications Director: Cragin Mosteller

Reports:
DEP has established a web page dedicated to the Deep Water Horizon Response and sends daily update emails to those who subscribe.  For more information click here.

The state EOC and DEP release daily reports updating Floridians on the status of the oil spill, trajectory maps and actions taken by the state.  To access these reports please click here.

*Denotes new information
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