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FAC Update #6: June 23, 2010

Today is Day 65 of the Deep Water Horizon Spill and people across the state are committed to preserving Florida’s tourism and ensure the safety of our environment.

This is the 6th weekly update from FAC regarding the spill and important information for counties.  Any new information that has been added this week is denoted with an asterisk (*) for easy skimming. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact a member of the FAC team at (850) 922-4300.

The below information and additional information can be found here.
Priority items for counties to note:
*FAC Meeting re Fl Oil Spill Response:  This afternoon FAC coordinated a roundtable discussion with United States Coast Guard Captain Steve Poulin and Commander Joe Boudrow, Florida Department of Environmental Protection Secretary Mike Sole and commissioners, administrators and emergency directors from Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, Gulf, Franklin and Wakulla counties.  The roundtable discussion focused on the efforts being made to respond to the Deepwater Horizon incident along with questions counties have regarding issues such as communications, claims and the response model.  For more information click here.
*BP Claims Process: To access the document explaining the local government claims process, please visit www.bp.com/claims. FAC is committed to continuing dialogue with BP to answer specific questions that remain.
EOC Daily Calls: The state Emergency Operations Center has changed the daily call for counties interested in staying up to date on the latest Deep Water Horizon Response information.  EOC Daily calls are now at 10:00 AM EST.  Until the end of June this link can be used to access the live webinar and the call in information is (888) 808-6959 Passcode: 77775555#

Counties are also welcome to join a call specifically dedicated to counties at 4:30pm EDT daily.  The call in number for now is (888) 808-6959 Passcode: 3468962#  
Mark your calendar! Conference Calls:
FAC: Every Wednesday at 2:00 PM EST, FAC is hosting a weekly update for counties.  Conference Phone #: (888) 808-6959 Passcode: 7645102
Oil Landfall:
· Escambia County has posted a Health Advisory this morning from Alabama State Line east to Escambia Pier (Roughly 26 Miles).
· Today, June 23, mousse was discovered between the Pensacola Beach Pier and

the ranger station near Fort Pickens gate, approximately three miles in Length. Cleanup crews are on site.
· According to the NOAA oil plume model, the oil plume is 5 miles from Pensacola,
38 miles from Mexico Beach and 244 miles from St. Petersburg. NOAA near shore trajectories are showing direct onshore impacts to the Walton-Bay County line through Friday, with the uncertainty line extending as far as Panama City Beach.
Impacted Counties:
The following counties are included as impacted counties according to three Executive Orders: Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Citrus, Hernando, Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, Collier, Monroe, Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach.
Response Entities: 

*Unified Command: Is a joint command established by the U.S. Coast Guard and BP.  This week Commander Joe Boudrow was relocated to Tallahassee and the State Emergency Operations Center where he will serve as the Deputy Incident Commander for Florida.

There are currently two command centers operating for Florida’s counties: Mobile Command, St. Petersburg and a Miami Command.  In addition, a unified command team is expected to be established in Tallahassee at the State Emergency Response Center.
BP: As the responsible party BP is responsible for taking all reasonable actions to protect Florida’s shores from any oil as well as any clean up should oil breech our shorelines. BP has a signed remediation plan as a part of its commitment to clean up and take responsibility for this spill.  A copy of that plan can be found by clicking here.

US Coast Guard: The US Coast Guard is the governmental entity that is in charge of the response and is working with BP to ensure the protection of the shores from oil.  

Florida State Emergency Response Team & Florida Department of Environmental Protection:  This team is running the state response and can help coordinate with counties any needed response items, booming plans or funding requirements.
Boom Plans: 
BP & the Coast Guard are using each county’s Area Contingency Plan (ACP) to develop boom plans however some counties have found that additional plans may be needed to protect the environmentally sensitive areas in their communities.  
DEP has posted information to its county resource page that includes detail information on getting a local area plan developed and approved for funding through DEP.  To view that fact sheet, click here.

Funding:
Tourism: BP has provided the state with the $25 million promised to be used for tourism promotion through Visit Florida.
Government: BP is responsible for paying for the prevention and clean up due to the spill.  As a part of this responsibility, BP will be laying out booms and preventative measures according to the accepted Contingency Plan along with cleaning up any oil that comes ashore.  In addition, BP has to date committed $50 million to the state of Florida and Florida’s counties to spend to prepare and respond to any oil that may come on shore.  Approval and reimbursement for costs should be submitted to the EOC through the Constellation programming. While all reasonable costs incurred as a result of this incident will be reimbursed, DEP has determined that the hard costs directly associated with protecting natural resources will receive a higher priority.
Based on the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, in this incident, BP is the responsible party and will therefore be responsible for these estimated costs. 
Businesses:  BP has established a claims number for businesses to submit any losses that they have incurred due to the spill.  Please contact (800)440-0858 for more information.
Economic Loss:  A survey has been created by the state to assess the economic loss to communities due to the spill.  Click here to access and take the survey. Please feel free to distribute this link to your local businesses.
Major Actions this Week:

· A total of 20 Unified Command skimmers are currently operating in Florida. The state continues to ask Unified Command for additional resources.
· Five state-leased skimmers will begin operating in Northwest Florida today to protect sensitive inland water bodies. These skimmers will be operating at the passes in Escambia, Okaloosa, Bay, Gulf and Franklin Counties. 

· On June 18, Governor Crist announced the Gulf Oil Spill Economic Recovery Task Force will meet on Wednesday, June 30 in Pensacola. The public is invited to attend. Learn more.

· On June 18, Governor Crist issued Executive Order 10-132, extending the declaration of a State of Emergency for the 26 coastal counties that could see impacts.

· On June 18, DEP issued a Second Amended Emergency Final Order to accelerate preparedness and restoration in the counties under the Governor’s state-of-emergency Executive Orders. This includes the authorization of burning oil in Florida waters if necessary. Responders will carefully monitor
(From Deepwater Horizon Response 6/22)
*Governor’s Economic Advisory Task Force:
The Gulf Oil Spill Economic Recovery Task Force (Task Force) has formed three individual workgroups to focus its attention of specific individual aspects mitigating potential economic effects of the Deepwater Horizon Event (oil spill).  These workgroups are as follows:

1. Economic Impact Assessment – FAC Representative, Commissioner Grover C. Robinson, IV; Escambia County

2. Communications – FAC Representative, Commissioner Bill Williams, Gulf County

3. BP Claims Processing – Florida Representative, Commissioner Mario Di Gennaro; Monroe County
Economic Impact Assessment Working Group: Met on Monday June 21, 2010 and held discussions centered on initial processes and models that need to be developed to accurately assessment the economic impact of the oil spill on individuals, businesses, and government.  
Communications: Held its initial meeting on Tuesday, June 22, 2010 and began the development of initial strategies to construct a comprehensive framework for effective statewide communications for all matters related to current operations and future recovery efforts

BP Claims Processing: On Wednesday, June 23, 2010 the BP Claims workgroup received an initial briefing on the BP Claims process for individuals, businesses, and government from BP executives, as well as, federal and state agencies.
Next Meeting

It is anticipated that the Economic Impact Assessment workgroup will meet on Monday, June 28, 2010. A time and place for the event has yet to be determined.

The full Task Force will meet on Wednesday, June 30, 2010 in Pensacola Florida at the University of West Florida from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  For more information on this meeting please visit http://www.flgov.com/gulfrecoverytaskforce
For More Information
Please visit http://www.flgov.com/gulfrecoverytaskforce for more information on the Task Force, and the related workgroups.

Additionally, to share your comments, suggestions and or ideas directly with the Task Force, please email  GulfRecoveryTaskForce@eog.myflorida.com 

Volunteering
Volunteer Florida is coordinating volunteers for the Deep Water Horizon Response.  However, due to the contaminated nature of the tar special steps will have to be taken to ensure the safety of volunteers.  For more information visit www.volunteerflorida.org
Communications with Counties:
EOC:  The state EOC hosts calls with counties every day at 10:00 a.m. EST the call in number is: 1-888-808-6959 Passcode: 77775555.  Click here for a webinar link active through June 30.

FAC: FAC will host weekly webinars with counties at 2:00pm EST Wednesday.  Click here for the web link and the call in number is: 1-888-808-6959 Conference Code: 7645102
FAC response team:
FAC has an assembled a team in the office to assist you with any questions you may have regarding the Deep Water Horizon Response.  Please contact any of the following for additional information or questions:

FAC Executive Committee Representative: Bill Williams (Gulf County)
FAC Executive Director: Chris Holley
FAC Emergency Response Advocate: Eric Poole
FAC General Counsel: Ginger Delegal
FAC Legislative Director: John Wayne Smith
FAC Communications Director: Cragin Mosteller
Reports:
DEP has established a web page dedicated to the Deep Water Horizon Response and sends daily update emails to those who subscribe.  For more information click here.

The state EOC and DEP release daily reports updating Floridians on the status of the oil spill, trajectory maps and actions taken by the state.  To access these reports please click here.
The Attorney General has a website dedicated to Deep Water Horizon.  The information can be viewed here.

*Denotes new information
