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FAC Update #4: June 2, 2010

Today is Day 43 of the Deep Water Horizon Spill and people across the state are committed to preserving Florida’s tourism and ensure the safety of our environment.

This is the 4th weekly update from FAC regarding the spill and important information for counties.  Any new information that has been added this week is denoted with an asterisk (*) for easy skimming. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact a member of the FAC team at (850) 922-4300.

The below information and additional information can be found here.
Priority items for counties to note:
*EOC requests 60 budget numbers: The State Emergency Response Team is requesting that counties submit their 60 day ‘burn’ rates to the EOC immediately.  Hard costs for the last 30 days along with projections for the next 30 days are due by COB Wed 6/2.  Applicant briefings are also being scheduled.  For more information or to submit your numbers please email:  eoc-chieffinance@em.myflorida.com 
*EOC Daily Calls: The state Emergency Operations Center has changed the daily call for counties interested in staying up to date on the latest Deep Water Horizon Response information.  EOC Daily calls are now at 10:00 AM EST.  Until the end of June this link can be used to access the live webinar and the call in information is (888) 808-6959 Passcode: 77775555#

Mark your calendar! Conference Calls:
FAC: Every Wednesday at 2:00 PM EST, FAC is hosting a weekly update for counties.  Conference Phone #: (888) 808-6959 Passcode: 7645102
Oil Landfall:
* The latest projections from NOAA indicate weathered oil from the leading edge of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill could impact the Florida Panhandle as early as this week due to a shift in winds and currents.

• Oil sheen was reported by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) approximately 10 miles from Florida’s shoreline on Tuesday, June 1.

• Any potential impacts to Florida’s shoreline will be highly weathered, in the form of tar balls, oil sheen, tar mats or mousse – a pudding-like oil/water mixture that could be brown, rust or orange in color.

• Skimmers have been deployed near Pensacola with the hopes of removing that oil from near shore waters and preventing and minimizing any potential impacts to Florida.

• Observations by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) continue to indicate that a small portion of the oil slick has reached the Loop Current in the form of light sheens. Florida continues to monitor the location of the loop current based on NOAA’s daily projections.

• Currents in the Gulf have formed an eddy, a circular current, which caused the loop current to pinch off at the Florida straits and is projected move oil to the west. Learn more at the NOAA website.
• If oil is sighted on Florida’s coastline report it to the State Warning Point at 1-877-2-SAVE-FL (1-877-272-8335) or by dialing #DEP from most cell phones. (DEP Update, June 2)
Impacted Counties:
The following counties are included as impacted counties according to three Executive Orders: Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Citrus, Hernando, Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, Collier, Monroe, Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach.
Response Entities: 
Unified Command: Is a joint command established by the U.S. Coast Guard and BP.  There are currently two command centers operating for Florida’s counties: Mobile Command and St. Petersburg Command.  
BP: As the responsible party BP is responsible for taking all reasonable actions to protect Florida’s shores from any oil as well as any clean up should oil breech our shorelines. BP has a signed remediation plan as a part of its commitment to clean up and take responsibility for this spill.  A copy of that plan can be found by clicking here.

US Coast Guard: The US Coast Guard is the governmental entity that is in charge of the response and is working with BP to ensure the protection of the shores from oil.  

Florida State Emergency Response Team & Florida Department of Environmental Protection:  This team is running the state response and can help coordinate with counties any needed response items, booming plans or funding requirements.
Boom Plans: 
BP & the Coast Guard are using each county’s Area Contingency Plan (ACP) to develop boom plans however some counties have found that additional plans may be needed to protect the environmentally sensitive areas in their communities.  
DEP has posted information to its county resource page that includes detail information on getting a local area plan developed and approved for funding through DEP.  To view that fact sheet, click here.

Funding:
Tourism: BP has provided the state with the $25 million promised to be used for tourism promotion through Visit Florida.
Government: BP is responsible for paying for the prevention and clean up due to the spill.  As a part of this responsibility, BP will be laying out booms and preventative measures according to the accepted Contingency Plan along with cleaning up any oil that comes ashore.  In addition, BP has to date committed $25 million to the state of Florida and Florida’s counties to spend to prepare and respond to any oil that may come on shore.  Approval and reimbursement for costs should be submitted to the EOC through the Constellation programming. While all reasonable costs incurred as a result of this incident will be reimbursed, DEP has determined that the hard costs directly associated with protecting natural resources will receive a higher priority.
Based on the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, in this incident, BP is the responsible party and will therefore be responsible for these estimated costs. 
Businesses:  BP has established a claims number for businesses to submit any losses that they have incurred due to the spill.  Please contact (800)440-0858 for more information.
Economic Loss:  A survey has been created by the state to assess the economic loss to communities due to the spill.  Click here to access and take the survey. Please feel free to distribute this link to your local businesses.
Major Actions this Week:

*BP makes new attempt: On May 29, 2010 BP announced that it halted its unsuccessful attempt to use the “top kill” technique to cap the well.  BP will now deploy the Lower Marine Riser Package (LMRP) Cap Containment System over the area that will allow them to try and capture a substantial amount of the oil leaking out.  Learn more here. (DeepWater Horizon Response-May 31)
*Gov offers free fishing: On May 28, 2010 Governor Crist issues Executive Order 10-115, authorizing two free fishing weekends to help draw visitors to Florida.  Anyone may fish in Florida for saltwater species around the state without a license during the Memorial Day weekend and the weekend of June 5 and 6, which is the first weekend after the popular red snapper season opens in the Gulf on June 1, 2010.  All other fishing rules apply. (DeepWater Horizon Response-May 31)
*More fishing closed:  On May 28, 2010, NOAA modified and expanded the boundaries of the closed federal fishing area.  This leaves more than 75 percent of Gulf federal waters and all of Florida’s state waters, still open for fishing.  Learn more here. (DeepWater Horizon Response-May 31)
*Fisheries
The FWC is working in conjunction with DEP, county governments, water management districts and several federal agencies to conduct pre-impact wildlife assessments.  This includes taking water samples and testing for contamination in sediments, fish and shellfish along Florida's coastline and into the Gulf of Mexico. The FWC also is evaluating critical habitat, shorebird and sea turtle nesting areas and other wildlife. These assessments will assist wildlife managers to determine potential impacts.  

All Florida Waters Open to Fishing - The state’s recreational and commercial fisheries have not been affected by the oil spill. The only closed areas are well offshore in federal waters where oil has been spotted.  Fishing continues to be open in the vast majority of Gulf of Mexico waters, and all related saltwater fishing regulations remain in effect.  
Florida Tourism
*VISIT Florida explains the plan: VISIT Florida is preparing a comprehensive media campaign which will be funded from the $25 million that the State received from BP on May 25, 2010. The campaign will be deployed in 3 week segments beginning within the next week.  For VISIT Florida’s complete update, click here.

Volunteering
Volunteer Florida is coordinating volunteers for the Deep Water Horizon Response.  However, due to the contaminated nature of the tar special steps will have to be taken to ensure the safety of volunteers.  For more information visit www.volunteerflorida.org
Communications with Counties:
EOC:  The state EOC hosts calls with counties every day at 10:00 a.m. EST the call in number is: 1-888-808-6959 Passcode: 77775555.  Click here for a webinar link active through June 30.

FAC: FAC will host weekly webinars with counties at 2:00pm EST Wednesday.  Click here for the web link and the call in number is: 1-888-808-6959 Conference Code: 7645102
FAC response team:
FAC has an assembled a team in the office to assist you with any questions you may have regarding the Deep Water Horizon Response.  Please contact any of the following for additional information or questions:

FAC Executive Committee Representative: Bill Williams (Gulf County)
FAC Executive Director: Chris Holley
FAC Emergency Response Advocate: Eric Poole
FAC General Counsel: Ginger Delegal
FAC Legislative Director: John Wayne Smith
FAC Communications Director: Cragin Mosteller
Reports:
DEP has established a web page dedicated to the Deep Water Horizon Response and sends daily update emails to those who subscribe.  For more information click here.

The state EOC and DEP release daily reports updating Floridians on the status of the oil spill, trajectory maps and actions taken by the state.  To access these reports please click here.
The Attorney General has a website dedicated to Deep Water Horizon.  The information can be viewed here.

*Denotes new information
