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FAC Update #6: June 16, 2010

Today is Day 58 of the Deep Water Horizon Spill and people across the state are committed to preserving Florida’s tourism and ensure the safety of our environment.

This is the 5th weekly update from FAC regarding the spill and important information for counties.  Any new information that has been added this week is denoted with an asterisk (*) for easy skimming. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact a member of the FAC team at (850) 922-4300.

The below information and additional information can be found here.
Priority items for counties to note:
*Claims Process:  While the claims process is still being finalized.  DEP is working with BP to implement a system that will allow counties to continue to work with the state for all protective measure claims, i.e. boom, barges, alternative measures, etc.  All other claims will likely be sent to BP, i.e. EOC expenses, etc.  The exact details are still being finalized and DEM will provide counties detailed information on the process as soon as it is available.  DEM will be available for all counties submitting claims to either DEP or BP for advice and counsel.  Regardless, counties are requested to document the claims submitted to BP in EMConstellation.  For more information you can email:  eoc-chieffinance@em.myflorida.com 
*EOC Daily Calls: The state Emergency Operations Center has changed the daily call for counties interested in staying up to date on the latest Deep Water Horizon Response information.  EOC Daily calls are now at 10:00 AM EST.  Until the end of June this link can be used to access the live webinar and the call in information is (888) 808-6959 Passcode: 77775555#

Counties are also welcome to join a call specifically dedicated to counties at 4:30pm EDT daily.  The call in number for now is (888) 808-6959 Passcode: 3468962#  This code changes regularly and FAC will update you with the new conference codes as they are available.
Mark your calendar! Conference Calls:
FAC: Every Wednesday at 2:00 PM EST, FAC is hosting a weekly update for counties.  Conference Phone #: (888) 808-6959 Passcode: 7645102
Oil Landfall:
*On June 15, dime to five inch-sized tar balls and tar patties were found in widely scattered areas of Northwest Florida. The heaviest impacts have been seen from Escambia County to Santa Rosa County. 

Perdido Pass and Pensacola Pass will be closed with the tide to prevent oil from entering inland waters. Boom will be deployed across each Pass at flood tide (water coming in) and removed at ebb tide (water going out). 

Observations by NOAA continue to indicate no significant amounts of oil moving toward the Loop Current.  (From Deep Water Response Update / June 16)
Impacted Counties:
The following counties are included as impacted counties according to three Executive Orders: Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Citrus, Hernando, Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, Collier, Monroe, Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach.
Response Entities: 
*Unified Command: Is a joint command established by the U.S. Coast Guard and BP.  There are currently three command centers operating for Florida’s counties: Mobile Command, St. Petersburg and a Miami Command.  In addition, a unified command team is expected to be established in Tallahassee at the State Emergency Response Center.
BP: As the responsible party BP is responsible for taking all reasonable actions to protect Florida’s shores from any oil as well as any clean up should oil breech our shorelines. BP has a signed remediation plan as a part of its commitment to clean up and take responsibility for this spill.  A copy of that plan can be found by clicking here.

US Coast Guard: The US Coast Guard is the governmental entity that is in charge of the response and is working with BP to ensure the protection of the shores from oil.  

Florida State Emergency Response Team & Florida Department of Environmental Protection:  This team is running the state response and can help coordinate with counties any needed response items, booming plans or funding requirements.

Boom Plans: 
BP & the Coast Guard are using each county’s Area Contingency Plan (ACP) to develop boom plans however some counties have found that additional plans may be needed to protect the environmentally sensitive areas in their communities.  
DEP has posted information to its county resource page that includes detail information on getting a local area plan developed and approved for funding through DEP.  To view that fact sheet, click here.

Funding:
Tourism: BP has provided the state with the $25 million promised to be used for tourism promotion through Visit Florida.
Government: BP is responsible for paying for the prevention and clean up due to the spill.  As a part of this responsibility, BP will be laying out booms and preventative measures according to the accepted Contingency Plan along with cleaning up any oil that comes ashore.  In addition, BP has to date committed $50 million to the state of Florida and Florida’s counties to spend to prepare and respond to any oil that may come on shore.  Approval and reimbursement for costs should be submitted to the EOC through the Constellation programming. While all reasonable costs incurred as a result of this incident will be reimbursed, DEP has determined that the hard costs directly associated with protecting natural resources will receive a higher priority.
Based on the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, in this incident, BP is the responsible party and will therefore be responsible for these estimated costs. 

Businesses:  BP has established a claims number for businesses to submit any losses that they have incurred due to the spill.  Please contact (800)440-0858 for more information.
Economic Loss:  A survey has been created by the state to assess the economic loss to communities due to the spill.  Click here to access and take the survey. Please feel free to distribute this link to your local businesses.

*Major Actions this Week:

On June 13, the FWC issued an executive order to temporarily close a portion of coastal state waters offshore of Escambia County to the harvest of saltwater fish, crabs and shrimp. 

· The closure includes state waters from the beaches out nine nautical miles into the Gulf from the Alabama line east to the Pensacola Beach water tower. Interior bays and estuaries remain open to fishing. 

· This area covers approximately 23 miles of Florida’s coastline in Escambia County, where oil is now present. 

· Recreational catch-and-release fishing is still allowed as long as saltwater fish are not harvested or possessed in the closed area. Oysters, clams and mussels are not included in the closure, because they are not expected to be affected by oil in the area. Learn more. 

On June 11, Governor Crist announced seafood licenses set to expire on July 1, 2010 are extended and the 2010 recreational harvest season for bay scallops will open nearly two weeks early. Learn more. 

On June 10, Governor Crist signed a memorandum of understanding with BP, committing an additional $25 million block grant for state preparedness and response costs to combat the impacts of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. Learn more.

On June 10, Deepwater Horizon Unified Command announced the activation of the Florida Peninsula Command Post in Miami. Learn more. 

*Legal Actions:

*On June 15, Attorney General Bill McCollum convened a meeting of the legal advisory team chaired by former Attorney Generals Bob Butterworth and Jim Smith.  This team has been assembled to prepare the state for any legal actions that may be required as a result of the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill.  FAC’s General Counsel Ginger Delegal spoke to the group and highlighted many of the concerns and complications that counties are facing from a legal outlook as well as current complications.  For a copy of her remarks, please click here.
Fisheries:
The FWC is working in conjunction with DEP, county governments, water management districts and several federal agencies to conduct pre-impact wildlife assessments.  This includes taking water samples and testing for contamination in sediments, fish and shellfish along Florida's coastline and into the Gulf of Mexico. The FWC also is evaluating critical habitat, shorebird and sea turtle nesting areas and other wildlife. These assessments will assist wildlife managers to determine potential impacts.  

Please see above for information on state fisheries closures.

*Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission
*FAC staff attended the FWC oil spill meeting in Pensacola this week.  One of FWC's three scientific support coordinators updated Commissioners on staff efforts relating to the oil spill.  FWC staff are active in the unified command, and are stationed in LA, AL, and MS in addition to FL, working hard to keep oil offshore.

Commissioner Yablonski stressed that FWC needs to help counties and others move through red tape whenever possible, and that FL should not get caught up in the bureaucratic processes of the unified command.
Volunteering
Volunteer Florida is coordinating volunteers for the Deep Water Horizon Response.  However, due to the contaminated nature of the tar special steps will have to be taken to ensure the safety of volunteers.  For more information visit www.volunteerflorida.org
Communications with Counties:
EOC:  The state EOC hosts calls with counties every day at 10:00 a.m. EST the call in number is: 1-888-808-6959 Passcode: 77775555.  Click here for a webinar link active through June 30.

FAC: FAC will host weekly webinars with counties at 2:00pm EST Wednesday.  Click here for the web link and the call in number is: 1-888-808-6959 Conference Code: 7645102
FAC response team:
FAC has an assembled a team in the office to assist you with any questions you may have regarding the Deep Water Horizon Response.  Please contact any of the following for additional information or questions:

FAC Executive Committee Representative: Bill Williams (Gulf County)
FAC Executive Director: Chris Holley
FAC Emergency Response Advocate: Eric Poole
FAC General Counsel: Ginger Delegal
FAC Legislative Director: John Wayne Smith
FAC Communications Director: Cragin Mosteller

Reports:
DEP has established a web page dedicated to the Deep Water Horizon Response and sends daily update emails to those who subscribe.  For more information click here.

The state EOC and DEP release daily reports updating Floridians on the status of the oil spill, trajectory maps and actions taken by the state.  To access these reports please click here.
The Attorney General has a website dedicated to Deep Water Horizon.  The information can be viewed here.

*Denotes new information
