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FAC Update #10: August 4, 2010

Since the Deep Water Horizon Spill, people across the state have been committed to preserving Florida’s tourism and ensure the safety of our environment.
This is the 10th update from FAC regarding the spill and important information for counties.  Any new information that has been added to this update is denoted with an asterisk (*) for easy skimming. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact a member of the FAC team at (850) 922-4300.

With the capping of the Deepwater Oil Well FAC will begin providing information on an as needed basis.  FAC is committed to staying engaged to ensure that local governments are made whole and a claims process is established that helps local governments get repaid in a timely manner.

The below information and additional information can be found here.
*Priority items for counties to note:
*EOC offers help for small counties: In response to the extensive duration of the Deepwater  Horizon event, which has stretched local emergency management resources to their limit, the Deputy Unified Command in Florida recently approved a staff augmentation plan for Gulf County.  Citing the length of the event, limited staffing, and an inability to meet routine public safety responsibilities, Gulf County requested supplemental staff resources through the state’s EM Constellation system.  As approved, the plan is for 3 positions (a Public Information Officer; a Planner; and a Claims & Documentation Director) for an initial duration of 30 days.  The original request by Gulf County can be found in EM Constellation at Mission No. 927.

EOC Daily Calls: The state Emergency Operations Center hosts daily calls for counties interested in staying up to date on the latest Deep Water Horizon Response information.  EOC Daily calls are now at 10:00 AM EST.  Until the end of August this link can be used to access the live webinar and the call in information is (888) 808-6959 Passcode: 77775555#

Counties are also welcome to join a call specifically dedicated to counties at 4:30pm EDT daily.  The call in number for now is (888) 808-6959 Passcode: 3468962#  
Oil Landfall:
* Although sporadic sightings of tar balls may continue, Florida’s shoreline is not expected to receive additional impacts over the next 72 hours. (Deepwater Response 8/4)
Impacted Counties:
The following counties are included as impacted counties according to three Executive Orders: Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Citrus, Hernando, Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, Collier, Monroe, Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach.
*BP Claims Florida Information for County Governments: 
	Escambia:
Requested – $5,544,845.00 

Approved – $1,978,749.14
Paid – $1,978,749.14

	Santa Rosa:

Requested – $2,278,294.00 

Approved – $293,279.00
Paid – $243,279.00

	Okaloosa: 

Requested – $3,046,182.00 

Approved – $1,132,796.22
Paid – $1,132,796.22


	Walton:

Requested – $1,904,614.00 

Approved – $930,813.04
Paid – $930,813.04

	Bay: 

Requested – $5,319,421.00 

Approved – $3,250,121.00

Paid – $3,250,121.00


	Gulf:

Requested – $9,467,453.00 

Approved – $183,588.45
Paid – $183,588.45


	Franklin:

Requested – $17,015,047.00 

Approved – $247,798.80

Paid – $247,798.80


	
	


County Total: 

Requested – $51,835,856.00 
Approved – $8,077,975.12
Paid – $8,027,975.12
*One claimant has one claim which may have multiple events
*The above chart represents only cash payments. Once a county enters a claim, Unified Command Mobile may task resources to meet a county’s needs in addition to or in lieu of a cash payment.

*May not include all requests due to request processes.

*BP assumed direct financial responsibility for approx $9 mil of boom contracts for Florida counties.

Information is obtained from the daily ‘snapshot’ report for August 4 and can be found here.

*Major Actions this Week:

NACo Oil Spill Task Force Meets: On Wednesday, August 4 the five state NACo Oil Spill Task Force met by conference calls to discuss the major issues facing counties impacted by the Deepwater Oil Spill.  The Task Force discussed the problems with the claims process and the changes to the process that will impact local governments.
The Task Force has sent a letter to the White House requesting a meeting with Valerie Jarrett, Special Counsel to the President to discuss the local government claims process.  At a meeting last week in Florida, Ken Feinberg made it clear that his claims process would only include private claims and government claims would not likely be included.

The Task Force have also called together the communications directors of the state associations to meet to ensure that communications and messaging is coordinated between the five states.

Florida House Deepwater Horizon Workgroup 1 Meeting Summary: The House Deepwater Horizon Response and Recovery Workgroup 1 held a conference call on Wednesday, August 4.  Workgroup 1 is charged with examining the current Federal, State, and Local response to the BP oil spill and to identify potential changes to state and federal laws that could improve our state’s response to future oil disasters.  Committee members heard from DEP Secretary Sole, who provided an in-depth overview of the disaster response to date and general observations for improving the process. Wednesday’s call was primarily educational in nature and the workgroup plans to hold several more calls in the coming weeks. Additionally, Rep. Trudi Williams, Workgroup 1 Chair, announced that some workgroup members will be traveling to Louisiana to meet with state officials to determine what recommendations they may have for improving the current response structure.  Workgroup information, including podcasts, can be found at   http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/spillworkgroup.aspx   
Congressman Meek files public claims bill: On Friday, July 30th, Congressman Kendrick Meek pre-filed language amending Section 1012(e) of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 that would require reimbursements for mitigation and clean up costs for state and local governments to be paid within 30 days.  This proposal would reduce the timeline in current law from 90 days.  FAC will monitor this issue and forward a bill number as soon as it is published.  Please thank Congressman Meek for his efforts on this issue.
BP Deepwater Claims Data & Documentation: FAC has met with the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budgeting to discuss methodologies and processes for public entities to document impacts from the BP oil spill.  Governor’s OPB has developed a model for each state agency and has begun training key agency staff.  It is hoped that these documents can be reformatted and used by counties and other local governments.  Stay tuned for a schedule of possible training dates. 

*FAC Oil Task Force:
FAC’s Oil Legal Task Force held its first meeting via conference call on August 4.  The group is composed of county attorneys and assistant county attorneys from small, medium and large as well as directly impacted and indirectly impacted counties in Florida.  The charge for the group is as follows:

· To become a group of informed county attorneys on the issues facing Florida’s counties in the aftermath of the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

· To develop recommended legal strategies to preserve, protect and compensate Florida’s counties for their losses and damages resulting from the oil spill and to evaluate others’ legal strategies as they are made know to the counties.

· To assist the Florida Association of Counties in developing public policy related to the oil spill and in responding to the various workgroups that have been created at the state level, including but not limited to the Economic Recovery Task Force created by the Governor; the workgroups created in the House of Representatives by Speaker Cretul; the Legal Advisory Council created by Attorney General McCollum and Governor Crist; and FAC’s own workgroups created to also assist these other groups.

· To research, analyze and develop long term recommendations for changes in the federal response to such disasters, including amendments to the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 and intermediary executive orders.

· To evaluate and recommend changes to the local government claims process.
Response Entities: 

Branch Offices:  Unified Command in connection with the State of Florida is establishing branch offices across the state to better facilitate and incorporate local governments into the response efforts.  These branch offices will serve as localized commands allowing local leaders, the Coast Guard, BP and the state to work together to respond to incidents as they occur.   Four  branch offices have been established.  The four operational branches are:  Branch 1, located in Pensacola, covers Escambia and Santa Rosa counties; Branch 2, located in Destin, covers Okaloosa and Walton counties; Branch 3, located in Panama City Beach, covers all of Bay County; and,  Branch 4 is located in Port St. Joe,  covers Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, and Jefferson Counties.  For more information contact Eric Poole at epoole@fl-counties.com.
Unified Command:  Is a joint command established by the U.S. Coast Guard and BP.  Commander Joe Boudrow is located in Tallahassee at the State Emergency Operations Center where he serves as the Deputy Incident Commander for Florida.

There are currently two command centers operating for Florida’s counties: Mobile Unified Command, which includes a branch in St. Petersburg, and the Florida Peninsula Command, located in Miami.  
BP:  As the responsible party BP is responsible for taking all reasonable actions to protect Florida’s shores from any oil as well as any clean up should oil breech our shorelines. BP has a signed a remediation plan as a part of its commitment to clean up and take responsibility for this spill.  A copy of that plan can be found by clicking here.


US Coast Guard:  The US Coast Guard is the governmental entity that is in charge of the response and is working with BP to ensure the protection of the shores from oil.  

Florida State Emergency Response Team & Florida Department of Environmental Protection:  This team is running the state response and can help coordinate with counties any needed response items, booming plans or funding requirements.
FAC response team:
FAC has an assembled a team in the office to assist you with any questions you may have regarding the Deep Water Horizon Response.  Please contact any of the following for additional information or questions:

FAC Executive Committee Representative: Bill Williams (Gulf County)
FAC Executive Director: Chris Holley
FAC Emergency Response Advocate: Eric Poole
FAC General Counsel: Ginger Delegal
FAC Legislative Director: John Wayne Smith
FAC Communications Director: Cragin Mosteller
Reports:
DEP has established a web page dedicated to the Deep Water Horizon Response and sends daily update emails to those who subscribe.  For more information click here.

The state EOC and DEP release daily reports updating Floridians on the status of the oil spill, trajectory maps and actions taken by the state.  To access these reports please click here.
The Attorney General has a website dedicated to Deep Water Horizon.  The information can be viewed here.

*Denotes new information
