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FAC Update #11: August 25, 2010

Since the Deep Water Horizon Spill, people across the state have been committed to preserving Florida’s tourism and ensure the safety of our environment.
This is the 11th update from FAC regarding the spill and important information for counties.  Any new information that has been added to this update is denoted with an asterisk (*) for easy skimming. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact a member of the FAC team at (850) 922-4300.

With the capping of the Deepwater Oil Well FAC will begin providing information on an as needed basis.  FAC is committed to staying engaged to ensure that local governments are made whole and a claims process is established that helps local governments get repaid in a timely manner.

The below information and additional information can be found here.
*Priority items for counties to note:
*FAC hosts Panhandle Economic Recovery Summit: On September 15, FAC will host an Economic Recovery Summit for elected, community, business and tourism leaders from the area to discuss an economic recovery plan for those counties impacted by the Deep Water Horizon Spill.  For more information, please contact Heather DiGiacomo.

*Upcoming Events: 

August 25 - Governor’s Economic Task Force: Communications Workgroup (Destin)

August 26 - Governor’s Economic Task Force: Economic Impact Assessment Workgroup

August 31 – Florida House Workgroup 6: Examine the adequacy of criminal and civil penalties of offenses that caused or may arise out of the current disaster
Sept 1 or 2 - *Tentative* Governor’s Economic Recovery Task Force
September 15 – FAC Coordinated Economic Recovery Plan Meeting (Okaloosa)
September 22 – Joint FAC/FLC/FASB Oil Spill Recovery Task Force (Pinellas)
EOC Daily Calls: The state Emergency Operations Center will be hosting its final briefing on August 26, 2010.  Following this call the state EOC will monitor and react to any emergency needs but DEP will be the primary agency handling the regulatory recovery efforts. Conference Call: 888-808-6959 Passcode: 77775555
Impacted Counties:
The following counties are included as impacted counties according to three Executive Orders: Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Citrus, Hernando, Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, Collier, Monroe, Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach.
*BP Claims Florida Information for County Governments: 
	Escambia:
Requested – $5,544,845.00 

Approved – $2,167,296.09
Paid – $2,167,296.09

	Santa Rosa:

Requested – $2,480,941.00 

Approved – $299,260.00
Paid – $299,260.00

	Okaloosa: 

Requested – $3,046,182.00 

Approved – $1,132,796.22
Paid – $1,132,796.22


	Walton:

Requested – $1,949,577.00 

Approved – $1,752,509.24
Paid – $1,752,509.24

	Bay: 

Requested – $5,319,421.00 

Approved – $3,465,309.40
Paid – $3,465,309.40

	Gulf:

Requested – $9,467,453.00 

Approved – $183,588.45
Paid – $183,588.45


	Franklin:

Requested – $17,015,047.00 

Approved – $247,798.80

Paid – $247,798.80


	Charlotte:
Requested – $21,160.00 

Approved – $21,160.00
Paid – $21,160.00

	Sarasota:
Requested – $18,822.00 

Approved – $18,822.00
Paid – $18,822.00


	Monroe:

Requested – $27,836.00 

Approved – $27,836.00

Paid – $27,836.00


	NWFWMD:

Requested – $7,260,000.00 

Approved – $60,829.47
Paid – $60,829.47

	


County Total: 

Requested – $52,151,284.00 
Approved – $9,377,205.64
Paid – $9,377,205.64
*One claimant has one claim which may have multiple events
*The above chart represents only cash payments. Once a county enters a claim, Unified Command Mobile may task resources to meet a county’s needs in addition to or in lieu of a cash payment.

*May not include all requests due to request processes.

*BP assumed direct financial responsibility for approx $9 mil of boom contracts for Florida counties.

Information is obtained from the daily ‘snapshot’ report for August 23 and can be found here.

* News this Week:

FAC Economic Recovery Summit: FAC is planning a Deepwater Horizon Spill Recovery Summit for leaders whose communities have been impacted by the oil spill.  The summit will be held on September 15 from 9:00am-4:00pm at the Emerald Coast Conference Center in Okaloosa County.
FAC has invited experts from the Governor’s office, BP, US Department of Commerce, the Department of Health, economists, tourism leaders, the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Emergency Management and property appraisers.
FAC meets with BP Representatives: Chris Holley, Executive Director and John Wayne Smith, Legislative Director each has separate meetings with BP Representatives during the past week.  Chris had a conference call with Ray Dempsey, BP Manager External Affairs Florida, to discuss government claims issues and Panhandle Summit meeting planned for September 15th.  John later met with Ray Dempsey, Phil Cochrane, BP’s Interim General Manager Florida, and Tony Collins with Tucker Hall, at the Florida League of Cities Conference.  During the meeting a process for educating and outlining the government claims process was discussed as well as the agenda and appropriate BP representative to participate at the Panhandle Summit.  
League holds Deepwater Workshop: The Florida League of Cities hosted a workshop regarding the BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill on Saturday, August 21 in Hollywood.  The panel included BP, DEP, FWCC, municipal and Governor’s representatives.  The panel summarized many of the mitigation efforts and successes.  Towards the end attendees asked questions regarding the new claims processes being implemented.  

FAC presents to House Workgroup:  Last week, FAC staff met with Representative Matt Hudson, who chairs the House Workgroup on Public Sector Damage Recovery, to discuss county issues and priorities relating to the recovery effort. Following this meeting, FAC then presented its issues to the entire workgroup during a conference call meeting on Friday, August 20.  Among the issues presented to workgroup members, FAC noted that, while the well has been capped and boom is being removed, there is real concern regarding the long-term clean-up plan for Florida.  In brief, FAC indicated that it is unaware of what BP’s plans are over the next 12-24 months.  Similarly, FAC raised several questions as to whether a county will be able to submit claims for clean-up 2 or even 3 years from today.  Finally, FAC discussed the current process for handling private sector claims through a third-party administrator and stated that it is the position of the association to have a similar process established for local government claims.   
FAC Legal Task Force: The Oil Spill Legal Task Force has now met twice and is beginning its substantive work. County attorneys and assistant county attorneys are voluntarily researching and analyzing all legal aspects of the oil spill crisis for Florida’s counties. 

Palm Beach Post: Feds send economic development teams to Florida to help oil spill recovery: 

President Barack Obama’s administration has dispatched two teams to Florida to help the state recovery from the economic downturn caused by BP’s Deepwater Horizon oil spill. U.S. Department of Commerce Secretary Gary Locke today announced he is spending $600,000 on 21 economic development teams to the Gulf Coast states, including Florida, impacted by the spill. The teams, made up of business leaders, government officials and economists, will “conduct in-depth analyses of critical issues” faced by communities like those in the Pensacola region that have seen tourism drop by up to 40 percent in the aftermath of the spill. –more-
*FAC Oil Task Force:
The FAC/FLC/FASB Joint Oil Task Force held its second meeting via conference call on August 23.  The group is composed of county commissioners, city council members and school board members from small, medium and large as well as directly impacted and indirectly impacted counties in Florida.
The group discussed: 
· The Governmental Claims Process
· NACo has sent a member to the Executive Office of the President requesting a meeting to discuss governmental claims.  No response has been received to date.

· State leaders continue to meet and express frustrations on the governmental claims process.  Focus remains on the business claims process.

· FAC has met with BP to discuss the governmental claims process.  While we have yet to reach an agreement, the discussions are ongoing and we are cautiously optimistic a positive solution can be reached.

· Economic Recovery Plans

· The group discussed the Governor’s Economic Recovery Task Force, efforts made by the U.S. Department of Commerce as well as the scheduled Panhandle summit on Sept 15.

· Future meetings

· September 22, 2010

1:00pm – 4:00pm

Renaissance Vinoy Resort, Pinellas County
FAC Response team:
FAC has an assembled a team in the office to assist you with any questions you may have regarding the Deep Water Horizon Response.  Please contact any of the following for additional information or questions:

FAC Executive Committee Representative: Bill Williams (Gulf County)
FAC Executive Director: Chris Holley
FAC Emergency Response Advocate: Eric Poole
FAC General Counsel: Ginger Delegal
FAC Legislative Director: John Wayne Smith
FAC Communications Director: Cragin Mosteller
Reports:
DEP has a web page dedicated to the Deep Water Horizon Response and sends daily update emails to those who subscribe.  For more information click here.

The state EOC and DEP release daily reports updating Floridians on the status of the oil spill, trajectory maps and actions taken by the state.  To access these reports please click here.
The Attorney General has a website dedicated to Deep Water Horizon.  The information can be viewed here.

*Denotes new information
